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CONSERVATIVE PARTY SEMINAR BACKS KEKKONEN NUCLEAR-FREE ZONF 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 26 Jan 81 p 10 
{[Article: “Conservative Party Praises Kekkonen's Nordic Initiative”) 


(Text) The tense international situation, the accelerating arms race, the develop- 
ment of weapons technology as well as the philosophy of limited nuclear warfare 
have made the realization of a nuclear-free Nordic sone even more timely. 


This was a statement made by the Conservative Party in a resolution of an inter- 
national policy seminar organized by it. In the opinion of the Conservative Party 
President Urho Kekkonen's proposal concerning a nuclear-free zone in the Nordic 
area as well as a border agreement between Finland and Norway comprise a worthy 
basis for reducing the threat directed at the Nordic countries. 


In the positions taken it was noted that the proposed idea of bordering a nuclear- 
free zone on neutral countries or Finland and Sweden is not sufficient to cover the 
whole area from the point of view of maintaining security. 


Swedish Defense Minister "ric Kronmark, who presented a brief to the Conservative 
Party membership, was o° the same opinion. He was of the opinion that the danger 
lies in being satisfied with a mini-zone in the near future. 


The party's former chairman, Bank Director Harri Holkeri, criticized the recent 
foreign policy discussion. According t> him our foreign policy in general and the 
personality questions connected with it have in recent times been popularized in a way 
that has brought about confusion and has in itself reduced the value of national 
politics. 





“This is not to the benefit of our country's present or future decisionmakers,” 
estimated Holkeri. 
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RAIMO VAYRYNEN SEES NO IMMEDIATE NORDIC NUCLEAR-FREE ZONE 
Heleinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 15 Peb 61 p 6 
{[Article: “Nuclear-Free Zone Will Not Be Realized in Near Future") 


(Text) “It is not justifiable to assume that a nuclear-free Nordic sone will be 
realized in any kind of sensible form in the near future,” stated Professor Raimo 
Vayrynen on Saturday at a conference in Jyvaskyla dealing with Nordic security. 


Professor Vayrynen referred to Norway's new Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundt land's 
announcement that a nuclear-free Nordic zone made up of the Nordic countries is not 
one of the goals of her government. 


According to Vayrynen this does not, however, mean a rejection of the idea in Nor- 
way, but its accomplishment in a broader connection as part of a general European 
nuclear-free zone. 


Vayrynen considered the Nordic model for equilibrium to be deficient and deceptive 
in many respects Its deficiencies make it justifiable to talk about a Nordic 


security syst ., he stated. 


For the development of this system Vayrynen adopted a goal of stability, which will 
be achieved in reality only when the dependence of the Nordic area on the super- 
powers can be reduced by separate political actions. “The goal will be to increase 
the relative security policy independence of the area by means of mutual arrangements 
among the Nordic countries, for example, which will not, however, change the basic 
situation,” stated Vayrynen. 


The Norwegian Dr. Sverre Lodgaard described our times as a period of transition in 
which several countries will reevaluate and redefine their security policy needs 
and interests. 


According to Lodgaard in this decade Norway must also find its place in the inter- 
national cooperative model, which may be completely different than what it is now. 


Lodgaard noted that it i natural for Norway to seek cooperation with those coun- 

tries which share a desire to reduce the vulnerability of the Nordic area as much 

as possible in any confiict between the superpowers. Natural partners in coopera- 
tion are the other Noriic countries as well as those countries which are promoting 
detente over the broader European area. 














"UBA Wants a Base” 


As far as the storage of American military equipment is concerned Lodgaard points 
out that there continues to be a great difference in what the Norwegians are plan- 
ning and what the Americans want. He states that the Norwegians are most interested 
in Norway's defense while the Americans, on the other hand, are interested in mili- 
tary bases for operations directed against the Soviet Union. 


The construction of new military bases on Norwegian 6011 will bind Norway more 
Closely than ever to the competition between the two superpowers, stated Lodgaard 
and confirmed that the increased activity of the superpowers will only mean greater 
dependence for Norway on superpower politics. 


According to Lodgaard it will be to the interests of Norway ond the other Nordic 
countries to oppose an arms buildup and to reduce tensions in the Nordic countries. 
“This has also been said to be the basis of Norway's policies,” stated Lodgaard, 
but he made questionable the ability of the Norwegian Government to follow this 
guideline in practice. 


A new, clearly thought out concept for a defense against submarines from Norwegian 
s0!'i could according to Lodgaard support the idea of a nuclear-free zone and engender 
confidence. In connection with the idea of a nuclear-free zone other actions could 
be the establishment cf a demilitarized area on the border between Norway and the 
Soviet Union. A wider zone on which an agreement could be reached with respect 

to armed forces and a political guarantee from Norway, Sweden, and Finland that a 
conventional attack against Murmansk will not be permitted from the territories of 
these countries. 
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THEATER FORCES FINLAND 


PAPER EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER REAGAN POLICY, NEUTRON BOMB 
Helsinki MELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 6 Feb 81 p 2 
(Editorial: “Neutron Bomb, Super Powers, and Finland") 


(Text) The new U.S. Secretary of Defense Casper Weinberger has stated that the 
United States intends “to take advantage of the opportunity which the neutron bomb 
offers as a reinforcement two tactical neuclear weapons". In negotiating this issue 
with France and its other allies the United States is “more consistent" than before. 


Three years ago the United States first pursuaded West Germany to accept the neu- 
tron bomb. Then it was announced that the weapon will not be produced at all. 
This event was considered an indication of President Carter's vascillation, and it 
is arqued that it cooled relations between Bonn and Washington. 


In the dispute concerning the neutron bomb its opponents are attempting to appeal 
to one's emotions by arguing, among other things, that the weapon is “inhumane” 
Since its radiation will destroy living beings and not buildings. No one, however, 
explained why . -rdinary hvdrogen bomb, which destroys living beings in addition 
to buildings, vould be more humane. 


In addition to this, it is argued that the neutron bomb will lower the threshhold 
of nuclear warfare. If the United States uses the neutron bomb as a supplement to 
conventional weapons, the opposing side -- which does not have this weapon -- will 
be forced to strike back with actual nuclear weapons, at which time the world will 
already be in an all-destructive nuclear war. 


The situation has, however, changed. Leonid Brezhnev, president and party leader, 
has stated that the Soviet Union has tested the neutron bomb. The same also applies 
to France, which is ready to begin its production perhaps next year already. Thus 
the neutron bomb has become one of those new weapons which obscure the difference 
between conventional and nuclear weapons. 


President Ronald Reagen's security policy advisors see the whole world as a battle- 
field between the United States and the Soviet Union. In their opinion Japan and 
West Germany, for example, conduct trade with the Soviet Union primarily because 
of this military power as if they were trying to appease Moscow. Trade, which 
Western creditors fund, props up the Soviet svstem, which would otherwise find it- 
self in insurmountable difficulties. The “rewarding of such a weak system" must 
be stopped and the Soviet Union must be forced to reform its system if rot to be- 
come outright capitalists, at least to become more effective then it is now. 














“Coercion” similar to that mentioned above presupposes, of course, a military force 
also, perhaps even neutron bombs. The governments of Western Europe are interested 
in the neutron bomb for the reason that they no longer have unreserved confidence in 
the protection of U.S. strategic nuclear arms, but also consider the creation of a 
so-called Euro-strategic balance important. 


The deployment of Cruise missiles and other so-called Euro-weapons in Western Europe 
will, of course, weaken the Soviet Union's superiority in Europe. Moscow is pre- 
senting exceptionally vehement opposition to the neutron bomb for the reason that 
with this weapon it is possible to repel an armored tank attack without destroying 
the area beinc defended. 


President Reagan and his cabinet have carried out their duties for such a short time 
that it is difficult to say how much credibility can be given to their foreign 
policy statements. However, it is becoming ever more clear that the policy of 
detente is becoming a part of history. The United States seems to be striving 
toward an enlargement of its own strategic forces as well as the creation of a 
Euro-strategic balance. Such aspirations may also influence that stable situation 
which continues to prevail in the Nordic area, and will thus cause problems for 
Finland's foreign policy also. 
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THEATER FORCES NORWAY 


GENERAL PONDERS NUCLEAR-FREE ZONE ISSUE 
LDO51635 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 26 Feb 81 p 2 
[Maj Gen Bjorn Egge debate article] 


[Text] Military strategy is principally about two things: on the one hand, 
weapons systems with their range, firepower and accuracy; and on the other, geo- 
graphical areas and their usefulness for military operations. It is in relation 
to the interplay of these two realities that we must define our position here 

in Norway. 


It is against the background of these actual circumstances that we have to discuss 
possible solutions to our national security problems. We cannot evade these 
fundamental facts when we discuss the changes of coming through the difficulties 
in which the world situation has placed us. 


As a consequence of developments in arms technology we Norwegians find ourselves 
today, along with our homes and our lives, in one of the most vulnerable places 

in the world from the strategic viewpoint. If we had lived in Tierra del Fuego, 

at the southern tip of the South American continent, we would perhaps have been 
able to keep out of all the », l-asantness--including the declaration of a nuclear- 
free zone. But as a state on the edge of the Soviet continent, with the Gulf 
stream to keep all our fjords open throughout the year, Norway is today a tempting 
prize for an expansionist superpower with ambitions of playing a leading role in 
the world. 


We cannot expect to be allowed to do exactly what we want on this pleasant little 
piece of real estate simply because our intentions are good. 


Thus we have already chosen sides in peacetime. Together with our partners in 
this alliance, who share the same fate, we are working actively to prevent war 
from breaking out. 


Within NATO we have committed ourselves to a consultation system in which we dis- 
cuss joint security policy problems. Within the alliance we also benefit from 
the protection which NATO's declared military strategy gives us. In today's 
debate situation it might perhaps be useful to give a reminder of what this 
strategy involves. For it is the foundation of the peace and security which we 
too enjoy. 

















NATO's military strategy is quite simply that we must maintain a defense intended 
to show the opposite side that we have no attention of attacking--but that we 
have the means of defending ourselves if we are attacked. If this "strategy of 
persuasion" does not work--them we rerpond to the attack together in a flexible 
way; that is to say, with normal conventional arms first. If this does not work, 
the alliance has declared that it is willing to use nuclear arms rather than 
surrender to the dictates of a grey totalitarian state, with all this may mean. 


This may sound brutal to many people--but it is a fact that this position, with 
its open declaration of the consequences of violating the peace, has secured our 
part of the world for more than 30 years. 


If Norway unilaterally broke out of this pattern and accepted a unilateral nuclear- 
free zone in the Nordic area, this would mean that we were renouncing the protec- 
tion of NATO's military strategy and, in view of our country's position, we would 
be easy meat for an ¢ gressor state with superior conventional forces. 


Another consequence of unilateral resignation from this “system of pe s.uosion"” in 
the face of a possible attacker is that we would weaken the defense our ailies' 
territory by leaving their flank wide open. A flank without effecti.: defenses 
has always been a weakness in military defense strategy. 


If we look at the question of a nuclear-free zone in the Nordic countries from 
our allies’ viewpoint, it would be an extremely dubious business for them to 
establish contin,ency stockpiles of military material in Norway. They would be 
faced with a situation in which they risked having to fight against an opponent 
who could use nuclear arms at any time against them without their being able to 
reply in the same coin themselves. It is a key point in the whole of allied 
militery strategy that the other side should be kept in uncertainty about the 
time and the ey- * circumstances under which he can expect nuclear retaliation. 





A unilateral nuclear-free zone would totally remove this doubt and give the nuclear 
aggressor a free hand to beat down all resistance in Norway using whatever combat 
methods he wants--including nuclear arms. 


The conclusion from this must be that the declaration of a unilateral nuclear- 
free zone of which Norway was a part would jeopardize the whole of NATO's defense 
strategy as far as we are concerned, and it would seriously weaken our alliance 
partners with whom we have entered into cooperation involving solidarity and 
commitment. 


This does not mean that we have to accept the status quo. In their SALT talks 
the Russians and the Americans have been working together for years to bring 

down the investments in security represented by their strategic arms to a lower 
and more easily controlled level. In the same » now is probably the right time 
to use the same type of procedure in Europe. 


The concept of strategic arms systems is not only to do with the weapons’ destruc- 
tive power. In modern usage it means arms which can strike in a way which knocks 
out the opponent totally. The Soviet Union and the United States are not alone in 





















having thie @utual capability today with regard to strike power, range and accuracy. 
Relations between Europe and the Soviet Union are new rapidly coming up to the 
same level, 


For these reasons, together without U.S. allies, we must get Buropean SALT negotia- 
tions going. In a way such discussions were started between the United States and 
the Soviet Union in Geneva last year on medium-range missiles on both sides. 


But in ay opinion thie is not enough. It is not simple a question of arme systems. 
It is aleo 4 question of peographical areas as part of military strategy. Here 
Norway could be able to use ite important strategic location as an entrance ticket 
to the negotiations. 


The problem of how we are to approach these negotiations ise fully soluble within 
NATO's framework. The alliance already offers a forum for consultation in the 
shape of the NATO Council, and also 4 secretariat to assess and coordinate con- 
etructive proposals. Norway has every reason to make use of thie apparatus. 
However, one thing is necessary~-that the proposals be well thought out and well 
prepared before they are submitted. 


We ought now to capitalize on the wave of interest in our security policy which 

is sweeping the country and transform this energy into constructive and practicable 
proposals. Thus initiatives ought to be taken through the alliance's open channels. 
In cooperation with our allies and with a common interest in peaceful developments 
in Burope we could then sit down with the Russians and test their desire to find 

a@ solution which satisfies both sides’ need for security. 


Ambassador Jens Evensen has announced that he will once again put forward his 
proposal for a nuclear-free zone in the Nordic countries. We are now waiting 
tensely to see whether he is willing to take the inbuilt military strategic 
realities into consideration. With his outstanding capabilities as an expert 

on international law we expect him to do so. If he continues to choose to base 
his proposals on utopian dreams he will not be able to live up to the expectations 
which many people in Norway have of hia. 





THEATER PORCES NORWAY 


PAPER VIEWS IMPORTANCE OF U.S. NAVAL POWER POR NORWAY 
LD100809 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 6 Mar 81 p 2 
[Editorial: "U.S. Naval Reinforcements") 


[Text] When 4 new administration in the United States plans its policies we must 
always assume that the need to give iteelf a different profile from ite predecessor 
plays an important part. Thies is especially the case after the Carter-Reagan hand- 
over, where the new Republican leadership wishes to clearly mark the break with 
one period and the transition to a new age. Therefore the word “new” accompanies 
all changes now being announced or hinted by the White House. In some cases, as 

in that of the economy, thie usage is justified. But in some areas what is “new” 
really only means an adjustment of the old line. And the desire to mark a break 
often leads to announcement from new men in various poste which bear no relation 

to actual or planned change. 


We must for the time being aseume that thie is the case when new U.S. Navy Secre- 
tary John Lehman hints in somewhat vague terms that the United States ought not 

to keep to som the limitations fixed in the SALT I agreement, the missile 
agreement wit.. the Soviet Union which in practice remains in force as long as 

there is disagreement on SALT II. It is difficult to imagine that the U.S. Depart- 
went of State is especially happy with the navy secretary's pronouncements in a 
matter of such wide-reaching importance. Even though SALT has been shelved by the 
Reagan administration there can be no doubt that negotiations on missile limita- 
tion will be resumed between the two superpowers sooner or later. For this reason, 
John Lehman's pronouncements are not clever diplomacy. 


However. greater factual content can be ascribed to the navy secretary's announce- 
ment of the changes which the new administration plans to introduce in his area 
of responsibility, the U.S. naval forces. The announcement is of special interest 
for Norway since it deals, among other things, with NATO's northern flank. The 
changes outlined can also be taken to se gore important, because Lehman said that 
on this point there was full agreement “in the whole administration." 


it is true that there are many details which still require clarification. But 
it is clear that the planned expansion of the U.S. fleet--which is another part 
of the intended general increase in the country's military forces--will now be 
one of the priorities in Washington's defense policy. Reagan is going to deal 
seriously with his election campaign assurances that the United States intends 














to reapond to the expansion of the Soviet Union's military capacity which has been 
going on for several years, especially within the Soviet fleet. 


The news eporte about the plane for the expansion of naval forces can easily seem 
a little sensational, due in part to the navy secretary's choice of words. How- 
ever, thie must not lead to our losing our grip on actual circumstances and pro- 
portion in the matter. There is no doubt that the Soviet Union, thanks to its 
systematic expansion of ite northern fleet, has a clear superiority over NATO 

in the North Atlantic and the Norwegian Sea. This is a shortcoming which has 
often been pointed out without anything having been done to right the balance. 
NATO's capacity to come to Norway's aid in a crisis situation is dependent to a 
great extent on whether lines of sea communication can be safeguarded, It will 
take time before the plane to strengthen the U.S. fleet will have concrete results. 
But it ie important that the plans are now on the table. 
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THBATER FORCES NORWAY 


BRIEFS 


NATO TO FUND AIRFIELD--"The allocation of 30 million kroner from NATO's infra- 
structure program will give the Varnes air base a badly needed facelift and 
improve the base's capacity to receive allied reinforcements in a war situation,” 
the air base chief, Lt Col Gunnar Wergeland told AFTENPOSTEN. The NATO money 
will be used to improve runway number 2 and fuel depots. The allocation is not 
part of preparations for the contingency stockpiling of U.S. military equipment 
in Trondelag. The grant, which the defense forces applied for from NATO quite 

a while ago, hae been arranged by the defense construction corps. [Text] 
[LD050951 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 2 Mar 81 p 20] 
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WEST WEIGHS POLITICS, STRATEGY LN SOVIET PLPELINE DEBATE 


Oslo ARBETDERBLADET in Norwegian 16 Jan 81 p 14 
[Article by Torbjorn Faerovik) 


{Text} In the wake of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, some people seem to 
believe that East and West have stopped talking to each other altogether. But 
fortunately, things are not that bad. Perhaps the best proof of the fact chat 
East and West still need each other is seen in the negotiations that are currently 
under way in Moscow and several Western capitals concerning construction of the 
world's longest natural gas pipeline. It should not be necessary to mention that 
it woudl] also be the world's most expensive pipeline. It will cost at least 

60 billion kroner--if it becomes a reality. 


Behind these negotiations, which involve several West European governments and 
major banks, are the enormous natural gas reserves the Russians have discovered 
on Yamal Peninsula. It is assumed that the peninsula, which lies north of the 
Utal Mountains, contains at least 20 trillion cubic meters of gas. If this gas 
is recovered from the earth and shipped through a 6,000-kilometer pipeline to 
Western Europe, it could change the energy picture in our part of the world far 
into the next century. 


The problem for the Soviet authorities is that they lack both capital and 
technology to carry out such a plan. Consequently, they have turned to several 
West European countries in hopes of financing the project. 


So far, the Russians have no reason to complain over the interest of the West 
Europeans. In both West Germany and France there are plenty of major banks and 
industries that could conceivably join in this venture. The reason is simple: 
there may be large sums of money to be made. 


Fat Contracts 
The Soviet team that is involved in the current negotiations is led by three 


People: the two deputy ministers of foreign trade, Nikolay Osipov and Vladimir 
Sushkov, and the director of the Soviet Foreign Trade Bank, Yuriy Ivanov. 
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On the other side of the bargaining table are representatives of a syndicate of 

20 major West Buropean banks. In addition three are the top leaders of industrial 
giante euch as Mannesmannohrenwerke, ABG-Telefunken, Technip, Creusot-Loire, Rolle 
Royce, and many others. Japanese and American interests are also in the pictute, 
even though relations between both these countries and the Soviet Union are 
extremely atrained. 


At present it is the French who have gone furthest to accommodate the Soviet 
ride: recently President Valery Giscard d'Eetaing guaranteed a loan of 3.3 
billion dollare (around 17 billion kroner) that three French banks have promised 
the Soviet Union. The money will be used to finance the pipeline iteelf. 


Whether it ie the French, West Germans, [talians, British, or Americans who 
make the loans, they all have one thought in common: that the Russians will 
reward their creditors with fat contracts for the equipment that is needed to 
construct the pipelines. And then, of course, there is the gas, which in time 
will maxe Western Europe less dependent on the unstable Middle East. 


Strategic Dangers? 


But one might ask: if Western Europe is to reduce its dependence on Middle 
East oil, is the Soviet natural gas the best alternative? 


The Western interests have probably asked themselves this question, especially 
in connection with the crisis in Poland. However, the answers have generally 
been the same: if the Soviet natural gas is not the best alternative, it is at 
least an alternative. 


Neither the government in Bonn nor the one in Paris sees any strategic danger 

in increasing energy imports from the Soviet Union. For even if dependence on 

the Rusefians ir creased somewhat, this is in no way the same as throwing oneself 
into the arm f the Kremlin leaders. What is more, the idea is to deliver gas 

to several West European countries, including Austria, Italy, Holland, Belgium, 
and Switzerland, and perhaps Great Britain, Spain, and Sweden, as well. 


Perhaps an even more important point is that the Russians themselves will utilize 
the gas ftom Yamal. in this way, rapid development of the Yamal project may help 
ease somewhat the Soviet “pressure” on the Middle East. In any case, this is 

the reasoning in the innermost political circles in the capitals of Western 
Europe. This same thought was behind the decision of the Carter administration 
last November to give the green light to American support of the Soviet plan. 


A Poker Game 


Regardless of how willing the Western countries are, recovery of the gas and the 
laying of the pipelines themselves are no simple tasks. The Yamal Peninsula is 
a desolate area where winter pervades for large portions of the year. During the 
coldest periods, the temperature can drop to 50 degrees below zero, which will 
complicate all of the technical operations. Also, it will be impossible to avoid 
laying the pipeline over some of the most inaccessible regions in the Soviet Union. 
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With thie in mind, it may seem a bit unrealietic when Nikolay Osipov foresees 
the firet gae being pumped into the pipeline as early as 1984 and that the pipe~ 
line will be in full operation in 1986. Western experts have aleo disregarded 
thie prognosis, The firec half of the 1990's ite probably a more reasonable 
eetimate for completion of the project. 


But even thie conservative estimate could prove incorrect. One point, of course, 
ie that the Soviet bureaucracy works slowly. Another ie that a deterioration 

of East-West relations could bring down the grand plan=-like, for example, a 
Soviet invasion of Poland. 


Some critics have called the current negotiations the “poker game of the century." 
That is perhaps not a bad description. 
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The planned pipeline from Yamal Peninsula in the Soviet Union to Western Europe 
will be 6,000 Rilometers long (dotted line). Even though the route of the 
pipeline has not yet been determined, it is clear that it will be the longest of 
ite kind in the world. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS FRANCE 


ENERGY-DEFENSE RELATIONSHIP VIEWED, PROJECTED IN OUTLINE 
Paris DEFENSE in French Nov 80 pp 41-47 
[Article by L. Quinio et al: “Energy, Raw Materials, and Defense") 


[Excerpts] Following is Part I of a report prepared by a 
committee headed by L. Quinio (31st session), and made up of 
R. Ballu (13th session), J. Barth (18th session), R. Murat 
(ninth session), and Ph. Wacrenier (20th session) issued in 
May 1980. 


All peoples fight for their survival and seek security and well-being. All, or 
almost all, are aware of the fact that only economic prosperity allows them to 
protect themselves against hunger, cold, and illness, to have access to culture, 
and to assure their independence and liberty against every threat. Certainly, this 
prosperity depends on the work done by men, on their competence, on their capacity 
to innovate, on their capacity for organization, and on the means of production 
which they have learned how to create thanks to the savings they have made. 
dowever, it also depends necessarily on energy and the raw materials essential 

to the economy, on agriculture, and on industry, as oxygen is essential to life 
itself. 


What are the problems which energy and raw materials raise in the world and in 
France, in their physical, economic, and political aspects? What strategy 
should be adopted for France? This is the objective of the present study. 


Energy: the Economic Consequences 


The first economic consequence of the increasing cost of petroleum is the very 
substantial growth in the income of the OPEC countries, whose balance of payments 
surpluses have gone from $6 billion in 1973 to $64 billion in 1974, down to $10 
billion in 1978, and up again to the level of $40 billion in 1979. Now, these 
surpluses, when not "recycled" by purchases in the industrialized countries, start 
world inflation going again, slow down economic growth, and lead to ynemployment, 
affecting the poor countries of the Third World more than others. The various 
countries reacted differently to the “oil shock" of 1973. The United States 
maintained its economic growth and scarificed its balance of payments and the 
dollar. Japan and Germany stood the shock best, thanks to their exports. The 
other countries of the OECD, one way or another, reestablished their economic 
equilibrium at the price of a slowing down of their economic development. The 


developing countries accumulated a balance of payments deficit equal to the 
surplus of the OPEC countries. 
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Feance was very vulnerable due to its energy dependence. O11 imports went up 
from 1 percent to 2.3 percent of ite GNP between 1973 and 1978. It had to slow 
down ite economic growth, accept a significant level of unemployment, expand the 
uve of coal and accelerate the nuclear program, and make a considerable export 
effort. This effort had to be supported by a substantial expansion of commercial 
credit, whic’ increased seven times from 1974 to 1978. As for the future, France 
still remeine very much threatened. 


ihe Political Aspect of the Energy Problem 


The problem also has a political dimension, to the extent that the countries 
producing petroleum can use an embargo or rationing as means of pressure against 
the importing countries. 


The Geopolitics of Energy 


The two largest producers of petroleum are the USSR and the United States. 
However, the other principal countries are membets of OPEC, of which the Arab 
countries (grouped in the OAPEC) provide the driving force. In terms of billions 
of barrels, in 1978 the total production of 22.9 billion barrels was divided as 
follows: USSR, 4.2; United States, 3.7; OPEC, 10.9. Producers newly emerging 

as substantial sources of petroleum, Great Britain (0.4) and Mexico (0.5), have 
reserves which are much less than those of Saudi Arabia. China remains a largely 
unknown quantity. 


In terms of coal, the USSR and the United States are still the countries which have 
the most important reserves. However, China, Europe, South Africa, and Australia 
are also well placed: North America, 187 billion tons; USSR, 110 billion tons; 
China, 99 billion tons; Western Europe, 82 billion tons; Eastern Europe, 46 

billion tons; rest of the world, 112 billion tons. 


Uranium is e.cu more widely spread, and if the countries which are actually 
producers are still limited in number (North America, France, Niger, Gabon, South 
Africa, Namibia, Australis, the USSR, and China), most countries consider 
themselves promising areas for future production. 


The Solidarity of the OPEC Countries 


Politically, the OPEC countries are far from being united. They are not all Arab 
countries, and differences exist between moderate and progressive Arabs. However, 
what unites them is stronger than what divides them. They belong to the Third 
World and, thanks to petroleum, they have a means of powerful political pressure 
against the industrialized, formerly colonialist, countries. Thus, they have 
realized that with resources Limited to a few decades they have an interest in 
making these resources last by reducing production and by raising the prices to 
maintain their gains. 


The Situation of the Western Industrialized Countries 
Faced with this situation the Western countries have not adopted a common coherent 


position. Each one has sought politically to preserve its sources of supply and 
has reacted economically in its own way. Each one has used its advantages, its 
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political friendships, its competitive industries, ite means of finance. In 

fact, the Western industrialized world has more or less “digested” the first oil 
crisis. It was only fn 1979 that seven Western countries reached agreement among 
themselves in Tokyo to limit their consumption of petroleum. However, the second 
"oil shock" would have even more severe consequences, obliging all these countries 
to export more to pay for their petroleum bill, to economize on energy by rethinking 
their domestic lifestyles and their industrial establishments in terms of a 
"sober" growth in energy and in developing replacement sources of energy. This 
calls for substantial delay and considerable investment: the United States and 
West Germany, which are rich in coal, have turned to the path of synthetic liquid 
fuels, France, Japan, and South Korea have turned to nuclear energy. Other 
countries are hesitating to sake a choice, faced with an uneasy public opinion. 


The Situation in the Soviet World 


The Soviet petroleum industry in 10 years has become the largest in the world, 

with a production of 11.4 million barrels a day in 1978, 3 miilion barrels of 
which are exported essentially to Eastern or Western Europe. However, some experts 
think that the easily drilled deposits in the Urals, in the Volga River basin, and 
around the Caspian Sea are progressively becoming exhausted and that the 
difficulties encountered in the exploitation of Siberian petroleum will slow 

down the increase in production, rapidly requiring the USSR to reduce its exports 
and the to import some of its requirements. 


The Situation of the Developing Countries 


The developing countries are the principal victims of the oil crisis. Between 
1974 and 1978 they have accumulated a deficit of $151 billion, due less to the 
increase in their petroleum bills (which have gone up by $40 billion) than to 
that of their purchases of manufactured goods whose prices have increased and 
to the slowing down of their exports as a result of the slowing down of the world 
economy. This deficit has only been covered at the cost of a very substantial 
level of indebtedness. Brazil and Turkey are on the borderline of bankruptcy. 
Only certain countries such as South Korea, Taiwan, or India have succeeded in 
compensating for their increased oil bills by exports of manufactured products. 
The poorest countries of the Third World, which export raw materials, are the 
worst affected and risk losing all hope of “economic takeoff." 


The risk run by France, whose rate of energy dependence is one of the highest 
in the world, is a double one: 


— It is economic, first of all, with an energy import bill which is growing 
heavier as the energy supply becomes more limited, for real or fabricated reasons, 
in a world market dominated by sellers; 


— It is then a political risk, that is, having to undergo an embargo on the 
import of energy or face rationing, which would paralyze its economy. 


These risks are especially serious since the time needed to take the action 
necessary to reduce this level of dependence is long, such action requiring 
technical development and substantial investments. 
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The Saving of Energy 


This is the first action to take, Energy was literally wasted, due to its very 
low price, during the period which preceded the ofl crisis, when society and 
industry were organized on this assumption. Today the "trap" has been sprung, and 
to get out of it a major transformation is required. 


In France the three Large sectors which consume petroleum are, in almost equal 
farts, transportation, industry, and the domestic and services sector, which 
respectively require 32, 32, and 28.5 million tons per year. It is therefore in 
these three sectors that reduction in consumption must be effected. A study 
carried out by a group of experts headed by J. Saint Geours concludes that savings 
ere possible on the order of 20-2? percent in transportation, 15-35 percent in 
industry and agriculture, and up to 50 percent in the domestic and services sector. 


In industry, reductions would come from the relative reduction of certain sectors 
which ace major consumers of energy (steel, chemicals) and their transfer to 
developing countries. Other reductions would come from the combined production 
of heat and electricity, which improves the relative return; from the improvement 
of controls by electronic means and by microprocessers; and from the development 
of new recyclable products. 


In transportation, savings would come from the use of more economic means of 
transport (automobiles, trains, airplanes) and from the improvement of mass 
transport systems. 


In the domestic and services sector, the savings would come from improvement in 
the insulation of houses, from better control, from improved discipline among 
users in respecting temperature limits, from the development of urban heating 
systems, and from the development of new techniques (heat pumps, solar heating). 


Thus, it is vr. a question of reducing the consumption of energy to the detriment 
of economic growth, but of achieving "sober" gorwth with minimal “elasticity,” 

by transforming society and the economy to make them less "voracious" in consuming 
energy. 


Agriculture, industry, housing, and lifestyles can find themselves profoundly 
changed, but a society provides proof of its vitality when it shows that it is 
capable of adapting itself to new situations, such as those which the energy 
crisis creates, in order to sruvive and to continue to prosper. 


Prospecting Within France 


The second action to take concerns the recourse to energy produced within French 
territory. For that purpose it is impoftant to accentuate the prospecting efforts 
undertaken there. These efforts should be oriented in four dieretions: 


— prospecting for oil and gas on the underwater continental shelf (sea of Lroise, 
ulf of Lyon especially) and in the sedimentary basins (of Aquitaine and the Paris 
basin) where it is not unreasonable to hope to find new deposits; 

















— Prospecting for uranium, for which the very good results so far obtained show 
that the French geological situation is favorable; 


— Resumption of the search for coal and lignite, either by finding new 
exploitable reserves (extension of the Lorraine basin, the Jura basin, the Bas- 
Dauphine basin...), or by finding resources which would be exploitable in the 
future thanks to the use of new techniques (gasification in situ); 


~~ Reexamination of the resources in bituminous schists (Autun, Lorraine). 
Diversification of Energy and Sources of Supply 


France can only hope to reduce thedegree of its energy dependence. The third 
action to take consists in simultaneously diversifying its energy iaw materials 
and its sources of supply. France must therefore and at the same time "gamble" 
on oil, gas, coal, and uranium, and choose for each source several suppliers: oil 
(Iraq, Kuwait, Venezuela, Gabon, Mexico, Great Britain, Norway), coal (Poland, 
Australia, South Africa, West Germany, the United States, India, Canada), gas 
(the USSR, Algeria, the Netherlands}, uranium (Niger, Gabon, Namibia, Australia, 
Canada). 


Participation in foreign companies exploiting energy raw materials is a privileged 
means of action, although not without political risk, to assure France of a certain 
guarantee of supply. This is what Charbonnages de France, the national petroleum 
companies, and COGEMA are presently doing. 


Adapting Foreign Policy 


The maintenance of these multiple sources of supply requires that France have a 
policy of peace toward all countries of the world. This policy does not exclude 
defensive alliances, but France must be open to world trade, without exclusions or 
embargoes. France must even seek to establish with states producing energy raw 
materials privileged relationships of cooperation and interdependence, exchanging 
the technology which it possesses to a very high degree in certain areas for the 
energy raw materials which it does not have. The best guarantee of the industria- 
lized countries against deprivation of energy rests in such interpendence with the 
countries producing energy raw materials which makes it possible for both sides 

to share in prosperity. France has already established such relationships with 
Iraq, Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia. They can be established tomorrow with China and 
Mexico. They must be pursued with the United States, Canada, Australia, and 
South Africa. 


Finally, it should be possible to establish tripartite cooperation between the 
industrialized countries of Western Europe, poor in energy but rich in technology; 
the oil-producing countries, rich in energy and capital; and the developing 
countries. The association of the technology of the first group and the capital 

of the second group could, by permitting the economic "takeoff" of the Third 

World, thanks to a real "Marshall Plan," constitute the best hope of reducing 

world tensions and see the developing countries enter a period of general prosperity 
and peace. 








The Solidarity of the Consuming Countries 


A greater measure of solidarity among the consuming countries would also be an 
effective means of defense. The policy of “everyone for himself" and "save what 
you can" strengthens the power of the sellers. The latest summit meeting in 
Tokyo, where the big industrialized countries established oil import ceilings, 
represents a first step toward such solidarity. 


1t remains to define a common energy policy, to establish new directions of 
research for replacement energies and cooperate in their development, in order 
to make them competitive as soon as possible. 


Renewable Energy 


Among the various forms of replacement energy, renewable forms of energy have a 
special place. They are reputedly without negative features and have a good image 
in terms of public opinion. They include hydraulic, solar, wind and biological 
mass energy. 


The French hydraulic potential, which is significant, has been almost entirely 
developed, with the exception of a certain number of small waterfalls which the 
increasing cost of petroleum has taken past the threshold of economic return. 

EDF [Electricite de France] is seeing to their development. However, the prospects 
for further development are limited, and the relative proportion of hydropower in 
the French energy equation can only decline. As far as tidal power is concerned, 
France has equipped the first experimental site in the mouth of the Rance River. 
However, it has an exceptional site ia the bay of Mon Saint-Michel for which, 
while the technical, financial, and ecological obstacles appear numerous, the 
studies have not been entirely abandoned. The project could one day be taken up 
again as a function of a new economic facts. 


For the othe. soft" forms of energy, France is now investing funds in research 
and is establishing experimental installations. France is in second place in 

the world for research in solar energy (solar electricity generators, soiar heating 
of homes, photovoltaic cells...). It has installed a wind generator at Ouessant. 
It is also studying "green" energy (straw, wood, alcohol, methane fermentation, 
energy-producing plants, gazogenes...). It is making an inventory of its 
geothermal resources. Between now and the year 2000, the contribution of these 
"soft" forms of energy will remain modest, but solar energy may constitute one 

of the energy forms of the 2lst century. It is clean, decentralized, inexhaustible, 
and it is important not to neglect it, particularly as it constitutes one of the 
possibilities for the poorest countries of the world. 


Nuclear Power 


At present, nuclear power is the only possible choice for France, a choice moreover 
which the majority of public opinion accepts, whatever may be the opposition of 
those against it. It is still necessary for France, in order to avoid falling 
from dependence on oil to dependence on uranium, to reduce consumption of the 
latter by bringing into operation as soon as possible the "supergenerator" 














reactors, which multiply the production of energy by a factor of 60, The technique 
has been mastered ‘ith the Phenix generator (250 tts) and will be confirmed 
by the generator at Creye-Malville (1,200 megawatts). EDF is ready to begin a 
program with segments of 1,500 megawatts. It remains to reduce the cost, which 

is presently double that of an ordinary water reactor. 


However, thie “fission” nuclear system will probably be a transitional form of 
energy development. in the 2let century, as well as decentralized “soft” energy, 
there will be nuclear energy from strongly centralised "fission" centers. In 

this area the United States, Japan, Weet Germany, Great Britain, and Prance have 
undertaken major research programs. A European program, called JET, is under 

way. This technique has many advantages: fuel is available in unlimited quantity, 
there is Little radioactive waste, and return is higher (less heat released into 
the atmosphere). However, it is considered very difficult to develop, and 
Significant results seemingly cannot be obtained before 2010-2020. 


It therefore remains for France: 


— To continue with its nuclear program (mines, uranium enrichment plante, 
generators based on boiling water, reprocessing plants); 


— To develop the “supergenerator” reactors, the only type susceptible of Limiting 
imports of uranium and of preventing France from falling into the "trap" of 
another form of energy dependence; 


— To continue the study and development of nuclear "fission", in cooperation 
with its European partners, in consideration of the difficulties and of the very 


high costes. 


The United States, in support of nonproliferation, has declared itself opposed 
to the reprocessing of radioactive fuel coming out of the reactors, which makes 
it possible to extract plutonium, the fuel of the “supergenerators."” The United 
States has for the moment halted all construction in the reprocessing and 
“supergenerator™ areas, leaving it to che USSR and France to occupy first place. 


Other Scenarios 


Other and more offensive scenarios could be envisaged: war and the seizure of 
the oilfields of the Middle East, or measures of economic pressure. 


War consticutes a desperate solution, in a situation where the Western industrial- 
ized countries would be totally deprived of oil, in a grave context of political 
crisis where, for example, the moderate Arab countries of the Middle East, 
destablized by the USSR, would threaten to go over to the Eastern camp. The 
United States and its allies could not leave such a prize in the hands of the 
USSR without reacting by aiding the governments of the moderate Arab countries. 
However, thie case is probably the only one where the military occupation of the 
Arab oil-producing countries would be conceivable. As long as these countries 
maintain their (relative) neutrality, military action seems more dangerous than 


appropriate. 











Among the measures of economic pressure, two cases can be envisaged: they involve 
equipment and agricultural and food products, The oil-producing countries need 
manufactured products from the industrialized countries. Above all, in order to 
prepare for the “postpetroleum" period they need to develop their industries and 
their agriculture by obtaining factories and technological knowhow from the 
industrialis | countries. However, in this area no embargo would be effective 
on the part of the Western countries. They would be immediately replaced as 
suppliers by the countries of the East. Regarding food products, they constitute 
"food power,” the “green weapon,” a powerful weapon in the hande of the United 
States, which ie the only country in the world capable of making up for a deficit 
in production, not only in the Third World but aleo in the countries of the East. 
However, the modest lifestyle of the Arab peoples, just barely coming out of 

a long period of misery, would make this weapon only slightly effective against 
them. 


Security Stocks 


France remains very vulnerable to a breakdown in energy supplies, which might 
result from a serious world political crisis. France must therefore have 
sufficient etocks on hand. At present these stocks do not exceed 3 months’ 
supply of petroleum and 18 months’ supply of uranium. That isn't much. In the 
troubled and dangerous world in which we live, an increase in these security 
etocks would seem to be necessary. 


The second part of this report, devoted to raw materials, will be published in 
the next issue of DEFENSE. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS FORNCE 


NEW INDUSTRIAL METHODS FOUND TO SAVE ENERGY 
Paris L'USINE NOUVELLE in French 12 Feb 61 pp 94-95 
[Article by Patrick Piernaz] 


(Text) Energy can be saved by means of good control of furnace 
combustion, by heat recovery, and also by using a new type of 


equipment. 


This topic excited the great majority of the forging industry 
representatives who met in Paris at the end of January at the 
information meeting held by the ADETIEF [Technical Research Associ- 
ation of the Stamping and Porging Industries). "The succes [of 
this conference) can easily be explained," said Marcel Gaucheron 
of ADETIEF, “when we realize that energy today accounts for 18 to 
20 percent of the cost of a forged item, compared with 7 to 8 per- 
cent in 1973." 


This energy is often poorly used: a study done by ADETIEF shows 

that the instantaneous heating efficiency (the ratio between the 
heat transmitted to the part and the heat supplied) ranges between 
10 and 18 percent. This means that the rest (82 to 90 percent of 
the heat supplied) disappears tn a variety of losses (combustion 
products, walls, and openings). To these values, obtained when 

the normal operating regime had been reached, we have to add the 
values of consumption during periods of temperature increases. This 
consumption represents approximately 10 percent of the energy sup- 
plied during a given period. 





Losses can be decreased by an optimization of the use of the 
furnace in order to limit consumption during temperature increases, 
and by adjusting combustion. “These two acts do not entail any 
major investments," explains Lionel Gaurier of Gaz de France, the 
French Gas Company. “Controlling combustion saves 6 percent of 

the energy: so, with a furnace with a theoretical capacity of 1,000 











kilograms per hour with a 70 percent engagement rating and 15 
percent efficiency, consuming 1,080 kW at the PCI [Lower Calorific 
Power), controlling combustion will enable us to decrease con- 
sumption by 65 kW, which means an annual savings of 10,000 francs 
with an cperation of 2,000 hours a year. This figure should be 
compared with the cost of an automatic oxygen analyzer (about 8,000 
france) and the cost of a manual piece of equipment of the Fyrite 
type (1,200 francs) ." 


Once all the combustion controls and adjustments are made, we can 
consider recovering part of the heat lost. There are two possibili- 
ties for recovery: direct (preheating of the slabs by combustion 
gases) or indirect (use of a heat exchanger). 


The relection of an indirect recuperator calls for a technical- 
economic study covering the selection of the recuperator, the pos- 
sible cost of transport of the heat recovered, and the simultaneity 
of recovery and use. 


Gaz de France has drawn up a series of graphs showing the cost of 
the energy recovered as a function of the quantity of heat reused 
by different recuperators. The calculation of this cost gives the 
amortization time. So, in the case of the preceding furnace, and 
under the assumption that it is properly adjusted, losses by com- 
bustion products correspond to 66 percent of the energy supplied 
at the PCI. The addition of a recuperator makes possible the re- 
covery of 35 percent of the losses, which is 23 percent of the 
energy supplied (250 kW). By placing this value on the graphs, we 
obtain a price which may vary from 208 francs per kW to 250 francs 
per kW; th’. gives an amortization time between 2,600 and 3,100 
hours of operation at the normal operating regime. 


The use of an electric furnace offers many advantages, such as 
rapid starting and stopping, which eliminates losses caused by 
delays in reaching the desired temperature. 


Electric induction furnaces are well known, but one French company, 
the MGR Furnace Company, and the research center of EDF [French 
Electric Company) have just developed a new piece of equipment 
which operates by conduction, the EJLS heater. The idea of heat- 
ing products (slabs, billets, etc.) by sending an electric current 
through them is not a new one, and there are already some such 
machines on the market; but these machines heat only one item at 

a time and are limited to parts whose length/diameter ratio is 
higher than 8. In conduction heating, the part has to provide 
minimum resistance in order to reduce losses in the wiring bring- 
ing the current and in the transformer. 











This new heating system processes slabs two at a time and provides 
power in series, Its advantages: the —2&e—— ratio is de- 
Creased to 6, the heating time is multiplied 2, and the amount 
of installed power is lower. In fact, while first slab is be- 
ing brought from the environmental temperature to an intermediate 
temperature, the second slab is ht to its final temperature. 
So one 2,000 kVA heating unit is sufficient to bring one slab 60 
mn in diameter and 600 mm in length to 1,250°C every 90 seconds. 
“Moreover, the investment required for a conduction heating system 
is less than what is needed for an induction furnace, and its main- 
tenance is simpler,” points out Alain Rouveyre, technical director 
of MGR. “But this machine does have one limitation: it can ry! 
process items with a constant section." The EJLS heating unit has 
already been successfully tested for 2 months in a "ye indus- 
try, and sales have begun. MGR expects to sell about 20 units this 
year. 


In the United States, Surface Division, a subsidiary of Midland 
Ross, has developed two types of equipment, the Prolectric and the 
ERT (Electrified Radiant Tube), which can be used to operate a 
furnace on either gas or electricity. 


The Prolectric element is a tubular electric resistor which easily 
takes the place of a gas tube. It can be used to reconvert 4 gas 
furnace to an electric furnace without any major modifications. 
Its uses cover the full range of thermal processing from 700 to 
1,000°C. 


The ERT, a mixed radiant tube, can be powered either by gas or by 
electricity. Made of heat-resistant steel, it has elements for low 
voltage and high intensity connection from a transformer. The same 
tube also has a gas suction or forced air burner. The transition 
from one heating mode to the other can be accomplished in a few 
minutes without changing equipment. The transition time is just as 
long as it takes to shut off the burner regulators and turn on the 
electric power, or the reverse. 


In the United States, Surface Division has already started to 
operate 20 thermal processing furnaces equipped with ERT tubes. 
"Its success is due to the rate structures used by the U.S. power 
companies," points out Andre Lepinay of Stein Heurtey. In the 
United States, it may be worthwhile for an industry to use gas in 
the summer at a very low cost, and electricity in the winter during 
periods of load shedding or gas cutoffs. Consequently, the in- 
creased cost of the mixed gas-electrical equipment can be amortized 
in a very short period of time (the cost increase is about 20 per- 
cent for a medium-capacity thermal processing furnace). 
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In France and in Europe in general, there is no furnace equipped 
with thie system; the rate structures and distribution systems are 
not such as would require a mixed type of equipment. "But this 
situation is going to change very rapidly,” claims Vesselin 
Vitechef »f ADETIEFP. This type of equipment could quickly prove 
its worth, by making it possible to use electricity during offpeak 
hours and gas during peak periods and load-shedding times. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS FRANCE 


STEPPED-UP EFFORTS AT COAL GASIFICATION REPORTED 
Paris L'USINE NOUVELLE in French 12 Feb 61 pp 54-55 
[Article by Jean Roume] 


(Text) Gaz de France, the French Gas Company, has just signed two 
contracts for studies of an industrial coal gasification pilot pro- 
ject. Two more contracts will be signed before summer. These are 
preliminary studies for four competitive procedures which all have 
solid credentials; the studies should in principle be completed by 
the end of this year. 


At that time, these contracts will probably be renewed in order to 
begin a second phase of heavy “feasibility” studies, enabling Gaz 
de France to make a selection. According to the present time sche- 
dule, the selection of the process chosen should come at the end of 
1983. Then 2 more years would be needed for construction and start 
of operations at the plant. 


Two “gasification process plant builder" associations have already 
obtained the signature of Gaz de France. These associations are: 
Creusot-Loire-Texaco; and Creusot-Loire-Entreprise Lurgi S.A. The 
next contracts involve the Heurtey-Koppers and Technip-Winckler 
associations. 


The reader will observe that no French process is involved. Our 
country has been completely uninterested in surface coal gasifica- 
tion, which at this time is staging a major comeback in the west 
due to the emphasis placed on it (60 million tons of petroleum 
equivalent capacity to be installed in the United States by 1992) 
in the Carter energy plan. We should also note that Creusot-Loire 
is gamblinj; both on an American process and on a German process. 


The pilot system that Gaz de France would like to see operating 


towards 1985 should have a capacity of 200,000/500,000 cubic 
meters of gas a year, with a calorific power of 3 or 4 kWh per 
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cubic meter, This 7 which is definitely leas than that of 
natural gas, makes it suitable ——— for industrial uses, The 
site of the plant is now Being determined. Le Havre (a coal im- 
porting center) and Lyon (high density of research facilities) are 
under consideration, 





Along with this move by Gaz de France, which is designed to begin 
qasification of foreign coal using a foreign process within a rela- 
tively short period of time, we should remember that two other longer 
term methods are also being explored. 


One, the "royal way," as it is called in government energy circles, 
consists of “on site" gasification of the deep layers of French coal, 
whose direct exploitation would be too nsive. Experiments are 
being conducted with extensive financial backing from the ECSC 
[Euronrean Coal and Steel Community). But it is not likely that this 
research will produce results before about 10 years. 


The second way is the development of a French “second generation" 
gasification process, so that by 1990 Prance will no longer have to 
depend on foreign processes, For this purpose, the GECH [Group to 
Study Coal Conversion by Hydrogenation) was set up last fall by 
Charbonnages de France [French Coal Mines), Gaz de France, the 
French Petroleum Institute, and the CNRS ‘National Center for Scien- 
tific Research). 


This group, which has built a laboratory pilot system at the CERCHAR 
[Center for Research on French Coal Mines), has a budget of 70 mil- 
lion francs to spend over the next 3 years. 
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COAL IMPORTS, PRODUCTION BOTH SEEN RISING 
Paris LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE in French 16 Feb 81 p 46 





[Article by Olivier Drouin] 


[Text] It is symbolic: At a time when the government is giving the green light, 
awaited for a year now, to expansion of the Gardanne lignite mines in Provence — 
one of the most profitable deposits in France — preparations are intensifying to 
develop what is in actual fact the backbone of French coal policy: resorting to 
massive imports. 


At Le Havre, a center for the storage and preparation of imported coal bound for 
industry is to be built between now and 1983 under the auspices of the French Re- 
fining Company, a subsidiary of Total. Other partners, in addition to the Auto- 
nomous Port of Le Havre and ATIC (Technical Coal Import Association), include all 
the big oil companies operating in France: ELF [Gasoline and Lubricants Company of 
France], Shell, Esso, BP [British Petroleum). At Dunkirk, the leading French coal 
port (8 million tons in 1980, up 18 percent, while oil shipments have dropped by 
16 percent), a new terminal will be set up. Initially, in order to facilitate 

the use of this fuel, projects for the gasification of imported coal are discreetly 
increasing in number. Creusot-Loire expects to set up a pilot project at Le Havre 
that would use the process of the American oil cgmpany Texaco. 


And thie is just a beginning. Coal imports, which exceeded national production 

2 years ago, are becoming substantial: over 32 million tons imported in 1980 
(including lignite), compared with 19.7 million tons extracted from the national 
subsoil. Above all, import variations have changed considerably: While total 
imports have doubled since 1973, those received by water have quadrupled and the 
phenomenon will only grow. Last year, South Africa rose to first place among our 
suppliers, passing up Germany, while the United States also gained a strong foot- 
hold, doubling sales in France. Nor is France the only buyer: As a result of 
strikes at Australian ports and in Poland, American coal exports exceeded all 
predictions in 1980: 90 million tons compared with 65 million in 1979. And since 
the use of its own coal is limited by environmental problems and the lack of flex- 
ibility in industry, the United States wants to go much further in the future. In 
order to do so, it will have to adapt its port capabilities: Its coal ports are 
now completely congested. Large investments are already planned, just as in 
Australia — the second major exporter by the year 2000 — or China (with the aid 
of the Japanese), without mentioning India, whose export capabilities are 








considerable when ite mines are not paralyzed by atrikes. All these projects 
should result in a substantial increase in the international coal trade, which is 
atill very limited (only 8 percent of world production is now involved in world 
trading). 


Priority 


Thie trend will clearly increase the role of the oilmen in coal. Already, after 
saining control over coal resources, the major oil companies are beginning to buy 
ships and to buy stock in coal terminale (as at Le Havre) or in processing tech- 
nology. “It ie not an absolute priority to buy coal mines," Albin Chalandon, 
president of ELP-Aquitaine, said on 29 January. “Access to the technology seems to 
me to be much more important.” For while world resources are very abundant, means 
of transport and processing are still a bottleneck. 


Source of Imported Coal 


South Africa 9,182 
Federal Republic of Germany 7,816 
United States 7,235 
Poland 3,449 
Australia 1,646 
Great Britain 1,478 
Others 1,419 
Total 32,225 


1980 imports of coal, coke and lignite, in millions of tons. 
Source: ATIC 
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COAL IMPORTS OPPOSITION, MINES' PRODUCTION 

Central, Southern Mines Situation 
Parise LE MONDE in French 18 Feb 81 p 37 
[Article by P. C.]} 


Text) On Tuesday, 17 February, Pierre Delmont, president of the French National 
Coal Board, was to present to the press the results of the national effort for 
1980. On the previous evening, the CGT [General Federation of Labor] National 
Miners Federation announced that a 24—hour strike would take place on 13 March at 
Languedoc-Roussillon, along with an “enormous interprofessional demonstration" in 
Montpellier, according to Augustin Dufresne, general secretary. 


The CGT intends to oppose the closing of the Destival mine, occupied since 9 March 
1980, in the region of Ales, as well as coal imports. 


Recalling that the USSR has decided to halt its shipments of anthracite to France, 
amounting to 500,000 tons, beginning this year, that importers can no longer find 
anthracite on ‘he world market, and that supplying the domestic market has reached 
“the breaking point," particularly with respect to the heating of some public 
establishments in southern France, Dufresne said that “under such conditions, to 
stand firm on the decision to close the Destival mine and to give up those 8 mil- 
lion tons that would provide work to 2,000 miners for 20 years is therefore insane 
and unacceptable." 





"The decision was made to no longer allow a single gram of foreign coal to circu- 
late in the region. We have already had trainloads and truckloads of imported coal 
dumped on railroad tracks and roads. These actions will increase in number and 
extend to all the coal basins of France." 





On the very day of the press conference, three trucks carrying imported coal, 
according to the CGT, were dumpted by Cevennes miners on roads in Gard. 


Situation in Central Region and Midi 
Saint-Etienne--Coal production by Coal Mines of the Central and Midi Basin (HBCM), 


which amounted to 5,438,000 tons in 1980, is greater than that of the previous 
year (a little over 5.1 million tons) and that planned under the program. Some 
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27.3 percent of this production came from atrip mining. Along with the EDF 
[French Electric Company] in Landes, the HBCM are the only ones in France to do 
atrip mining. For the first time, the basic annual yield exceeded the threshold 
of 4 tons a day for underground operations. Underground and surface mining aleo 
reached a record level with 3,235 kilograms. 


The HBCM maiuly explains these good technical results by the increasing importance 
of the Provence Coal Mines, which have a high yield (nearly 7 tons), the rehabil- 
itation of the Blanzy mines (Saone-et-Loire) during the latter half of the year, 
and "the excellent results of the Loire Coal Mines, whose closing has been post- 
poned" andwhich can devote all their means to working the last section of coal 
prepared. 


As f{. rc the production of electricity, slightly higher than that of previous years, 
it amounted to 4,643,000,000 kilowatt-hours, using half of all coal mined in the 
basin. At the end of 1980, personnel included 10,951 employees, including 8,500 
workere (4,507 underground miners). down some 7 percent. This drop was partially 
obtained by the departure of workers retiring early (86). A total of 180 workers 
were hired, 137 for underground operations, essentially in Dauphine and Provence. 


Northern Mines Production 
Paris LE MONDE in French 18 Feb 81 p 37 
{Article by G. S.] 


[Text] Lille--In the Nord-Pas<de-Calais coal basin, the 1980 balance sheet shows 
results that are lower than anticipated. Compared with 1979, the drop in produc- 
tion is 900,000 tons, some 200,000 tons more than expected, even though there were 
more workers. 


For Paul Mudr’ general director of the Coal Mines, who gave the figure during 

a meeting in Douai, the difference stems from difficulties encountered at most 

of the mines. This also explains the drop in average yield per miner per post: 
1,966 kilograms compared with 2,044 in 19/9. These figures come after the special 
session of the regional council held in Lens and in the course of which the 
determination to “get the coal mines off to a new start" was affirmed. All those 
elected from the majority or the opposition. had agreed on this slogan, deemed 
possible, even if their motives were different. At the time of his visit to Nord 
on 9 and 10 October, the president of the republic announced that the closing of 
the mines, planned for 1985, would be postponed. At the same time, he confirmed 
Nord's vocation for the processing of imported coal, whence the announcement of 
construction of a new heavy cargo pier at Dunkirk. 


For his part, Mudry stated that "the long-term plan, revised every year, has made 
it possible to check reductions in personnel, which are always made without dis- 
missals and which amounted to 5,000 to 6,000 a year. They have now fallen to 

about 3,000." Thorn said that “it is unfortunately true that working conditions 
get worse the deeper one goes and the substantial aid granted at the national level 
cannot cover the deficit of mining in the basin, meaning that the recession can 














only continue, Halting the recession, already well underway, can only come about 
through the obtention of acceptable technical results and financial results that 
can be borne by the necional community. On this condition alone will the basin be 
able to prolong coal mining beyond 1985," In view of the results obtained this 
year, it is not at all certain that this condition will be met. 


11,464 
CSO: 3100 


34 























COUNTRY SECTION DENMARK 


DEFENSE MINISTER APPROVES WIDER CONSCRIPT POLITICAL RIGHTS 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 30 Jan 81 p 6 


[Text] Defense Minister Poul Sogaard has decided to ignore protests against new 
and more relaxed rules concerning the job activity of conscripts--even if this 
means that the so-called People and Defense Committee stops its inspection of 
the conscripts’ executive committee in protest, 


Defense Minister Poul Sogaard said this yesterday to the Folketing Defense Com- 
mittee. Despite criticism of the new rules Poul Sogaard will make use of his 
right to implement the eased rules for conscripts administratively. 


As previously reported in BERLINGSKE TIDENDE the new rules permit conscripts on 
the executive committee to work on the paper KANONEN and the so-called "action 
fund" during working hours. According to the People and Defense Committee both 
are anti-defense and constitute the primary reason that the committee cannot 
continue its supervisory functions. 


The People and Defense Committee which functions as the management board for the 
Armed Forces Information and Welfare Service has written to Poul Sogaard that the 
new rules for the conscripts’ executive committee “cannot be administered con- 
sistently" and that the new rules “will create more problems than those docu- 
mented within the previously existing framework." 


Defense Committee members of the former defense compromise parties, the Liberal, 
Conservative, Center-Democratic and Progressive parties, expressed skepticism and 
dubiousness concerning the new rules for conscripts. Defense Committee chairman 
Palle Simonsen said after the meeting that the People and Defense Committee's 
protest proves that the new rules go too far. 


Poul Sogaard expects a proclamation of the new rules to be ready within a few 
days. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON DENMARK 


EX=FORELGN MINISTER GULDBERG: ALTER MILITARY PERSONNEL POLICY 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TLIDENDE in Danish 31 Jan 8!) p & 
[Articce by former Foreign Minister Ove Guidberg | 


[Text] The Danish defense budget is like a snake that has got hold of its own 
tail and is now swallowing itself, Lacking other nourishment. 


To an increasing extent defense spending has become wage spending. At the same 
time the tax burden has grown so that wage spending is what one gets least out 
of. Now 60 percent of the budget goes for wages. This could suggest that 30 
percent of the entire defense budget doesn't go for defense at all but is paid 
back to the Finance Ministry while we are discussing an increase of a few per- 
centage points. 


The snake is eating its own tail. Every time the country has to be saved with 
higher taxes and every time inflation takes another upward spiral our defense 
spending incre 5 on paper but effectiveness declines. 


The prevailing economic wisdom says that this is the way it should be and it's 
the same in all other areas. So much the worse, But that isn’t true. In the 
armed forces it is a result of the shift in emphasis from conscription to wages. 
In all other areas the high taxes have led to moving more and more work from tax- 
able wages to the black market or to payment in kind. Conscription is also a 
sort of payment in kind. 


In the 1960's the foundation crumbled under universal military service. Only a 
smal’ part of the male population was drafted and they lost an unreasonable 
amount compared to the many who did not have their education and careers inter- 
rupted. It was also irreconilable with the M/K [ expansion unknown | demand for 
equal access to education and employment. 


Things really went wrong when conscientious objectors practiced the first stage 
of terrorist training, setting fires and committing vandalism. 


When the Liberal-Conservative-Radical Liberal coalition government gave in (to 
the horror of old radical conscientious objectors) conscription ceased to be a 
question of conscience. It became a matter o° convenience. We had moved to 
voluntary conscription, 











Back in 1967 some of us were already concerned about the burden imposed on de- 
fense determination by this lopsided conscription, We had an absent-minded So- 
clal Democratic government resting on a red cabinet which seemed more concerned 
with preserving power than with the fate of Danish freedom and independence, 


The Vietnam war was in full swing. Amti-American propaganda was in high gear. 
1969, the year when Denmark could leave NATO, was fast approaching. An election 
in 1969 would be ideal for those who wanted Denmark out of NATO, 


Things turned out differently. We had an election in 1968 but history helped to 
promote the changes in the armed forces that led to better-paid personnel, 


In 1961/82 we could have a similar situation, The Social Democrats are mainly con- 
cerned with retaining power, The Radical Liberals have once more cornered de- 
fense issues as the big crowbar that with the help of the left wing could open up 
the gateway of power to them, 


This time it isn't Vietnam and NATO, it's EC, nuclear power, nuclear weapons and 
NATO and the mood is borne forward by strong anti-German and anti-American prop- 
aganda. Lt will probably pick up speed as Reagan assumes power in the United 
States and when Helmut Schmidt and Genscher's coalition fall apart. 





From a social and humane viewpoint an equal and universal military service for 
women as well as men is ideal, But it must be Limited to a period so short that 
it can be served at the age of 18-19, avoiding a big break in education and ca- 
reer. 


From a military viewpoint a longer military training period for a smaller number 
of people would be more useful, 


These viewpoints should be reconcilable but times have changed. Back 10 years 
ago we had high employment and economic growth. That is no longer true. Now 
there is good reason to reevaluate the division of work between conscripts and 
paid personnel on a more long-term basis. Whether the armed forces are to be 
used as an emergency expedient or to function in the worst possible case there 
are so many jobs that almost everyone can be useful, Lt would undeniably be most 
appealing if everyone could give up the same minimum amount of time on reaching 
the most urgent level of preparedness. Women as well as men, There is also a 
need for those who refuse to bear arms and one can be equal without being iden- 
tical, 


The advanced training of a minority must then be in the nature of paid employment 
that can lead to a transition to a civilian job. 


One may well feel that a paid professional army would be best. This can be an 
honest opinion. But if it comes from those who want to cut back on Danish de- 
fense and security one is entitled to be skeptical. Especially if they would 
rather see a rising portion of the defense budget go into withholding taxes until 
the snake bites itself in the neck. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PINLAND 


ALENIUS ACCUSES SINISALO OF PUTTING NEUTRALITY IN QUESTION 
Helsinki UUSI SUOMI in Finnish 22 Jan 81 p 9 
{[Article: "“Sinisalo Criticized Foreign Policy") 


[Text) The former chairman of the SKDL [Finnish Peoples Democratic League), Bank 
Director Ele Alenius is amazed at SKP (Finnish Communist Party) minority leader 
Taisto Sinisalo's attempts to hush up the presidential discussion and to place Fin- 
land's neutral policy in doubt. 


“Indeed, as important as this question is, it must be made possible to discuss Fin- 
land's next president among the people and volitical circles,” answers Alenius to 
UUSI SUOMI. 





Taisto Sinisalo severely criticized Communist Party Chairman Aarne Saarinen for his 
statements on the presidential question in a speech delivered in Kotka. 


Saarinen was recently interviewed in DEMARI. In this interview it was stated, among 
other things, that “the positions concerning Karjalainen's suitability (as presi 
dent) are changing among Communists exclusive of the minority”. 


Who Is Playing Ball 


“Certainly it is worthwhile considering who indeed is playing ball in this game and 
with whom,” stated SKP Vice Chairman Sinisalo sarcastically in his speech in Kotka. 


He accused Saarinen of allowing himself to be drawn into "rightwing attacks and a 
personality campaign interesting the rightwing". 


"It is not to our benefit that the name of Communists be connected with weekly dis- 
cussions on this or that individual with corrections and corrections to the correc- 
tions,” carped Sinisalo with respect to Saarinen's attitude to his interview. 


Bank Director Ele Alenius, who is still a member of the federated council of the 
SKDL, mentions that he does not understand why the chairman of the SKP should be 
able to expre«s his opinions on the presidential question: 


"It seems to me that Saarinen has clarly stated that his opinions are his own -- and 
not those of the Finnish Communist Party.” 
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In the opinion of Alenius the internal discussions concerning the presidential 
question in the SKP have nothing to do with the approaching congress. 


He does not wish to take a stand on methods for restoring unity to the party even 
though the conflicts “are causing considerable disturbances aleo within the SKDL". 


Jakobseon and Korhonen Banned 

Vaisto Sinisalo also declared war on Finland's foreign policy: 

“One of the most important tasks of all democratic forces now is the prevention of 
the proposed new drawing of lines with respect to foreign policy in the name of a 
so-called neutral doctrine.” 


Ele Alenius does not approve of Sinisalo's doctrine: 


"Ac far as I can see a neutral policy has been an e*sential part of our foreign 
policy. In my opinion a very important part.” 


The Taistoite leader even gave a name for this foreign policy: a policy of peace 
based on the YYA [Friendshio, Cooperation, and Mutual Aid) Agreement. 


President Urho Kekkonen's two most important advisors of the last decade -- Max 
Jakobson, the present director of EVA (Commission on Commerce and Industry], and 
Keijo Korhonen, political undersecretary in the Foreign Ministry, also had the bur- 
den of heresy placed on their shoulders by the vice chairman of the SKP. 


Siniealo classified ther a» “the true architects of a rightwing foreign policy,” 
whose goals promote an atmosphere inimical to Kekkonen. 
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LIBERAL PARTY HOLDS SPECIAL CONGRESS TO STEM DECLINE 


Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 26 Jan 61 p 11 


{[Article: “Liberal People's Party Ghose the Center, Search for Cooperation Con- 
fused Discussion on Ideology") 


(Text) After years of opposition the Liberal People's Party has decided to nego~ 
tiate on cooperation with centrist factions. In a special party congress, which 
concluded on Sunday, the Liberals adopted the goal of establishing an election 
league and a cooperative delegation of centrist factions. 


The Liberals have party congress decisions from before that prahibit cooperative 
negotiations with the Center Party an’ the REP (Swedish People's Party). Most re- 
cently the LEP [Liberal People's Party) prohibited negotiations at the Rovane imi 
party congress by means of a resolution. 


Cooperation, which became the central subject of the 2-da’ congress that concluded 
on Sunday, cast a shadow over the main intent of the congress. Chairman Jaakko 
Itala had convened the special congress to clarify the Liberals’ ideology and pri- 
orities. 


Ttala made a sudden decision to convene this special congress after the defeat in 
local elections last October. The Liberals lost nearly half of their previously 
held positions in the elections. In such a short time the party was not able to 
prepare the issues to be discussed and the programs became virtually none. istent. 


Instead Itale's carefully prepared cooperation with centrist factions finally re- 
ceived a decision. The congress made a decision on cooperation, according to which 
the LKP's governing body was authorized to negotiate political cooperation with the 
Center Party and the Swedish People's Party. 


Cooperation by a Vote of 167-13 


The Liberals’ model of a cooperative delegation corresponds to that which was 
announced by RKP Chairman Par Stenback prior to the LKP congress. 


According to Center Party Chairman Paavo Vayrynen the Center Party is ready to go 
quite far in these negotiations. The establishment of a joint association, among 
other things, has been discussed. 














The Liberals’ decision to enter into cooperation received support by a vote of 
l6?-13. The successful proposal was prepared in a committee led by Professor Olavi 
Borg. The defeated proposal was presented by the youth faction's Harri Ruohomaki. 


The youth faection's proposal supported cooperation with a different wording. 
According tc their proposal the Center Party together with the leftwing was to pre- 
vent the growth of rightwing forces. 


(ear Of Losing Independence 


In an extended discussion the Liberals expressed fears about losing their indepen- 
dence. 


The youth faction's Petri Haukinen wondered why the Liberals were the most visible 
in the promotion of cooperation. Haukinen, who supported technical cooperation, 
emphasised that the Center Party is not 4 rescuing angel which will help the Lib- 
erals to obtain additional MP's. 


Party Secretary Kalevi Viljanen made an appeal for a unanimous approval of Borg's 
paper ©o that the Liberals will not have to change their stand at every congress. 


Viljanen explained to those attending the congress that there is no danger of the 
party's image disappearing. The differences between the three centrist factions 
are great. If there were no differences, cooperation would not be needed since in 
that case there would he one party instead of three, stated Viljanen. 


After the procedural difficulties and the vote which turned out to be a waste of 
time the Liberals obtained a vote on a cooperation decision. 


An Adventure with Six Pavers 


The Liberale 1d not issue the customary public statement on the congress. A pro- 
gram of priorities, of which one page was approved, after a period of some confus- 
ion was presented as a public statement. 


A* one point it seemed that the whole program will be postponed for later discussion. 
However, voices were heard from the meeting that at least one page should be approved 
80 that the congress will have accomplished something. 


On Saturday evening the committee which prepared the program rejected Chairman 
Itala’s paper sent as 4 basis for the discussion. Out of all the six papers the 
committee voted that the youth faction's opposition program be presented for dis- 
cussion. 


During the night the committee formulated a whole new program, for which Itala con- 
sidered his own paper to be the basis, while other committee members adopted 
Kyosti Lalluka's proposal. 


On Sunday morning Chairman Itala began to appeal to the committee. 


When the paper prepared under Itala's leadership came up for discussion by the con- 
gress, Jukka Kilpi, the original chairman of the program committee, refused to 
present the outcome. 








According to Kilpi the discussion had become irrelevant since contrary to normal 
democratic procedures Itala made his own proposal the basis for the committee's 
discussion. 


Christian Values 


As 4 discussion of the program began a portion of those attending began to return 
home, those coming from further away had to hurry to catch their buses. 


Upon Arne Berner's proposal the reduced number of those attending decided to approve 
the first page of the program. The rest will go to the rank and file for discussion, 
after which it will return to the party committee. 


Among the priorities in the program the Liberals approved nine points which deal 
with environmental protection, the expansion of democracy, a total tax reform, 
freedom and equality, developmental cooperation, and an emphasis on work for peace. 


The women's league also demanded an emphasis on basic Christian values. 


As a goal the Liberals established the guaranteeing of prosperity and quality of 
life during great changes. 


"A liberal society is based on people's own initiative, small communities, and on 
an economy observing nature's system of recycling,” states the program's introduc- 
tion. 


A Telegram to the Government 


By a vote of 42-34 the Liberals approved Anneli Kivitie's proposal to send a tele- 
gram to the Finnish Government. In the telegram it is proposed that the government 
appeal to the Norwegian Government to refrain from harnessing Alta. 


Vice Chairman Paavo Nikuls opposed the telegram. According to Nikula the Finnish 
Government would be out of place to interfere in a decision made by the Norwegian 
Government with respect to its own territory. 


The party congress rejected proposals concerning a change of name. The Liberals 
will attempt to make their organizacional activities more effective by means of 
factions operating within the cells and divisions. Also the number of members in 


the governing body of the party will be expanded. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FINLAND 


COMMUNISTS SEEN AS ONLY LARGE PARTY DELAYING GENFRATIONAL CHANGE 


Helsinki UUSI SUOMI in Finnish 2 Feb 81 © 2 
[Commentary by Jukka Knuuti) 


[Text] When Johannes Virolainen replaced Paavo Vayrynen last summer, a change of 
generations had taken place throughout all of Finland's political arena with two 
exceptions. Except for the number one men in the Communist Party and the Christian 
League, all the other parties have leaders under 50 years old. 


The fact that the Communists have to wait for a change of generations for at least 
a full three-year period between party congresses seems to be a rather long time. 
Indeed, some uncomprehending members of the rank and file proposed a Salomon's 
judgment on the party's conflicts in the Oulu newspaper KANSAN TAHTO: if we re- 
place the chairman as well as the vice chairman, the situation should improve some- 
what. Or place both Aarne Saarinen and Taisto Sinisalo on the shelf. 


The rank and file from Oulu were able to keep their opinions since a week ago the 
issue appeared ..in and this time with some weight. Diet Faction Chairman Jarmo 
Wahlstrom of —.e SKDL [Finnish Peoples Democratic League] was of the opinion that 
it is not at all imperative that Aarne Saarinen continue in the leadership of the 
party for another three-year term. 


When such ideas are made public, one immediately asks who would be a suitable suc- 
cessor. In this as in many other issues the Communists are one party in a group of 
others. They also seem to have a lack of leadership. 


Arvo Aalto, who has been relieved of his duties as the party's first secretary and 
is now making much noise as a labor minister, has already been proposed as one of 
the self-evident candidates for the party chairmanship. He has, however, compli- 
cated the plans of such speculators by announcing that he will not be available 
for the chairmanship position. 


And it is with Aalto that the self-evident candidates end. Even Aarne Aitamurto, 
chairman of the Construction Workers’ Union, has been proposed for the spot. At 
least outwardly he does not seem to have that kind of firmness that would be re- 
quired in keeping a quarrelsome party in some kind of order. Especially if one 
intends to carry out Saarinen's earlier promises, Saarinen even threatened that if 
the minority continues to vote an independent line in the Diet, it can soon do it 
from its own separate party. 











Previously there was also talk about SAK [(Pinnish Confederation of Trade Unions] 
Second Chairman Olavi Hanninen and Transportation Minister Veikko Saarto as poten~ 
tial candidates. What could have happened since their names are no longer even 
recommended for wagers. 


The same authors in KANSAN TANTO who dared to propose a change of leadership have 
otherwise presented a rather curious proposal. They have proposed that at least 
half of the members of the SKP's policy committee be made up of union shop stew- 
ards: at this time nearly all of the members of the policy committee of the SKP, 
which is selling iteelf as a democratic mass movement, are on the party's payroll. 
Thies is an area in which the SKP is not one party in a group of others. In other 
parties only the chairman and the party secretary in a corresponding policy-making 
organ are on the payroll of their respective parties. 


The following of conflicts in the various political parties has in recent years 
become a kind of national pasttime. It seems that the forthcoming 19th Congress 
of the SKP will provide sufficient material for this pasttime during the coming 
spring. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PINLAND 


BRIEFS 


PACT SIGNED WITH USSR--An agreement for the export of 6 million kg of butter this 
year to the Soviet Union has been signed. Valio [Allusion unknown) sources say 

that they believe that the 8 million kg export target will be reached for the year. 
Last yecr Valio exported just under 6 million kg of butter to the Soviet Union, at 
the same time as total butter exports were 9 million ig. As well as to the Soviet 
Union butter is also exported to the Mediterranean countries in particular. 

Export figures vary greatly from year to year. In 1979, for example, 17 million kg 
of butter was exported. Average exports have been 11-13 million kg of butter a 
year. This year at least 25 million kg of powdered milk will be exported to the 
Soviet Union. The export agreement has already been signed, but Valio intends to 
export 27-30 million kg of powdered milk to the Soviet Union this year. The 
margarine industry has made an agreement for the export of 10.8 million tons of 
margarine to the Soviet Union. The licensing bureau has granted an export license 
for 15 million tons. This is the first time that margarine has been exported to 
the Soviet Union. [Text] [LDO50949 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 27 Feb 81 
p 16) 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


DEBRE INTERVIEW REVEALS VIEWS ON INTERBLOC RELATIONS 
Paris STRATEGIE AFRLQUE/MOYEN ORIENT in French Oct-Dec 80 pp 11-14 


[Interview with Michel Debre by Nicolas Martin: "France Must Appear as Protection 
With Regard to the Two Blocs"; date and place of interview not given) 


{Text} [Question] In describing the world situation you frequently speak of 
"global competition." Does this competition still seem to you to be dominated 
by the system of two antagonistic blocs? How do you see France's role in this 
competition? 


[Answer] The view of a world influenced solely by harmony or disharmony between 
the United States and the Soviet Union is no longer an up-to-date view. But 

the rivalry between those two great powers still provides the basic framework 
for many situation, particularly in the strategic area. Therefore whatever 
might lead one of them, in the past the United States and at present the Soviet 
Union, to exploit the situation in Asia, Africa or South America in order to 
advance its troOps shows that world problems really feed the "competition" 
between these powers. Similarly, the incredible arms expenditures that the 
United States and the Soviet Union authorize have incalculable consequences for 
the world economy. The history of world inflation will show that the United 
States was obliged to increase its military expenditures and to increase the 
entire population's purchasing power at the same time. So America started 
turning out assignats [paper currency issued during the French Revolution backed 
only by government-seized land]. 


However, by contrast to the post-Yalta situation, new phenomena have loosened up 
this system: the fact that centers fo decision-making are so scattered--decisions 
are also made nowadays in Tripoli, Kinshasa or Islamabad--is the most noteworthy 
one, for these political decisions are to a large extent noncontrollable by the 
Great Powers. We are also observing the two-fold Asian phenomenon of China 
awakening and Japan's rise in power. No organization in the world today, whether 
political or economic, can ignore those two great nations any more. Finally, let 
us add that producers of raw materials and especially oil have, for reasons 
stemming from world inflation, the breakdown of the international monetary system, 
and for political reasons, gained independence of decisionmaking and action, 
which completely changes world economic conditions. Let us not forget demographic 
imbalances either: I mean the fact that in one part of the world the population 
has increased while in another part of the world the population is decreasing 

















and is also aging. There you have a competition phenomenon which is coming up 
in the fairly near future and whose effects are already being felt. In short, 
even if from the military point of view=-and I will put it even more precisely, 
from the point of view of nuclear war and peace--world competition remains a 
matter handled between the United States and the Soviet Union, it is taking on 
many forma whitch make global equilibrium extremely complicated. 


[Question] But do the principal actors=-the two Great Powers--share your point 
of view? It is doubtful that they do. On the contrary, they seem to want to 
maintain this system of duoploy.... 


[Answer] In fact, from the American point of view, the essential part of their 
foreign relations still involves the Soviet Union, and vice versa. However, it 
seems impossible to me that a Soviet-American agreement might be enough to 
establish peace in the world. Besides, the Soviet Union cannot fail to support 
countries waich claim to have an anti-American orientation, and vice versa. And 
as I have told you, a new Yalta agreement would not work in view of the great 
upheavals of these last few years. In short, even if as you suppose some 

people might theoretically be able to think up a new Yalta agreement, in practice 
they would run up against new destabilizing factors in the world. 


[Question] Nevertheless bargaining, which was given concrete form at Yalta by 
a formal agreement, probably continues between the Great Powers. In this 
atmosphere, can you imagine what role Europe might play? 


[Answer] Alas! First of all we would have to be told what Europe is, politically 
speaking. Nobody has ever done that. There is no European influence as such; 
there is the influence of European countries, which is not the same thing. Which 
are to be our powerful countries? France, Germany and England? Will the leaders 
of the great European nations agree to adopt similar postures when facing some 
problem? If t* -vuaswer is yes, then a European policy might in fact be seen to 
emerge. If tu answer is no, what is Europe, politically speaking? It is like 

a convoy, a line of ships going as fast as the slowest one, and which also, to 
protect itself, would need foreign warships in the convoy. This is not Europe.... 


[Question] Nevertheless, Europe as seen from the Third World and in particular 
from Africa appears to be a possible counterweight and partner. In the area of 
aid and cooperation, the activities of the EEC are increasingly noteworthy and 
help to create the feeling that there does indeed exist a European partner. 


[Answer] These new forms of trade and economic relations, such as aid and 
cooperation, must not be confused with power. By the same token it would also 
be illusory by extrapolating from those relations to attribute to Europe a 
capacity for political intervention in cases of major difficulties here or 
there.... 


[Question] What do you think of the position taken by Europe vis-a-vis the 
situation in the Near East? 














[Answer] Regarding the Near Uast, there is lots and lots of talk.... I see 
scarcely any results from it all. Though [ have felt admiration for President 
al-Sadat in his time and I felt that the Camp David accords should not be 
condemmed, it was for being at a loss for words for once. When I listen to 

chiefs of state dealing with the Near East I am always tempted to put the following 
question to them: Let us suppose that a solution had been found and that the 
existence of a Palestinian state and secure and guaranteed borders for the State 
of Israel were recognized simultaneously. Are you going to put your soldiers on 
the spot to guarantee the borders? Are you going to make a commitment to intervene 
militarily if there is a violation of the agreement? If you cannot answer my 
questions with a definite "yes," I will tell you to “keep on talking." 


[Question] What do you think about the idea of Euro-Arab-African "trialog"? 


[Answer] I do not like that word, besides which it is incorrect. But in that 
approach I approve of something which is fundamentally true: how impossible it 
is--and we are coming back to your first two questions--to envisage an economic, 
political and social system incorporating all countries in the world, and there- 
fore how necessary it is to devise regional associations, without excluding the 
ideal of a universal order. It remains to be seen if Africa, the Arab world and 
the European nations are in a position to form themselves into some sort of force 
by cooperating. In my opinion it is an illusion. On the other hand, I believe 
that even in the important areas of economic aid, technical cooperation, and 
better human relations it is possible to free up a capacity for mutual assistance. 
I believe that this is the right track. But let us not harbor too many illusions. 
What counts in today's world is military power and wealth. These arrangements 
can contribute any element of military power to the extent that it would constitute 
a force in the world equilibrium. 


[Question] In the center of this sphere of influence there is the Mediterranean 
Sea. Now you have stressed that certain state can more independently orient 
themselves outside a purely bipolar system. Can the Mediterranean basin break 
away and form a zone of security and cooperation? 


[Answer] I ask you to just try and assess how capable countries are of getting 
together like Greece and Turkey, Syria and Israel, and Algeria and Morocco, and 
tell me how realistic an arrangement among the Mediterranean littoral states is! 
Here also we must pay attention to terms: the Mediterranean area is in fact a 
conglomeration of rivalries which draw in outside factors. Added to that is a 
demographic imbalance for the next 50 years the consequences of which, I am 
surprised to see, nobody is assessing. In 20 years there will be around 12 
million Greeks and 45 million Turks, 58 million French and about 100 million 

in the Maghreb. How is “overall solidarity" in the Mediterranean basin to be 
based on elements like thoSe? 


For several years our political and intellectual world has been searching for 
tricks: the Atlantic Alliance as a trick way to peace; a supranational European 
authority as a trick way to peace; detente with the USSR as a trick way to peace; 
and the arrangement among the Mediterranean littoral states as a trick way to peace. 
There is something valid about ali of these processes but only on one condition, 
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which is usually not dealt with: having strong nations. What can in actual 
fact be built on weakness? A Mediterranean arrangement or tomorrow's Europe 
would have to be an organization with solidarity among strong nations. I am 
being specific about what strength means in this context: demographic, economic, 
social, political and military strength. 


[Question] With regard to France's African policy, how do you assess its 
capabilities abroad and the overseas intervention force which it is currently 
putting in place? 


[Answer] That force already existed. As mi ‘ster of defense I had laid out 
its specific organization and structure 8‘ <s ago. I will tell you that 
basically you cannot wish for one thing and its opyosite at the same time, you 
Cannot want to guarantee some country's or region's security or borders and at 
the same time not intervene in order to protect them. You cannot simul taneously 
declare support for a democratic orientation and development in some country and 
fold your arms if external intervention is getting ready to destroy what you are 
committed to helping. What then can you do? You can be a neutralist. That is 
not my position. But it is even worse to want to make France, or Europe, the 
guarantor in certain situations if it is understood that they are not to step 
in. You have to know what you want. Politics does not amoung to trade and 
cultural exchange. It is the capacity to make choices and take action. And to 
give assistance. And I come back to that idea of mine: sound policies--a sound 
African policy--are made by strong nations. As for France, I will add that you 
have to ask yourself to figure out if the only ones to intervene in Africa in 
the future will be the Cubans? If you think so then you are better off giving 
up having any African policy and also giving up on "trialog" at the same time. 


[Question] Should France be ready to commit itself to confront the Cubans 
militarily? 


[Answer] Othe:s intervene when you happen to say occasionally that you will 
never intervene. It was because the American Government stated one day that its 
security zone did not include South Korea that the latter was attacked, to take 
only one historical example. I do not mean that France must have a deliberately 
interventionist policy in Africa, but I will never subsc, be to a policy which 
would say: let us not intervene under any circumstances. That leaves the field 
open to others, to all others. 


[Question] Addressing myself a little more specifically to you in your capacity 
as deputy from the island of Reunion, I would like to ask you how you see the 
especially tense strategic atmosphere in the Indian Ocean? What good is the 
French naval presence in that area? 





[Answer] The French naval presence is there basically because Reunion, in 
addition to other small possessions which are attached to it, belongs to France 
as a French department. Consequently our military and naval presence have 
neither a scope nor objectives comparable to those of the Soviet or American 
fleets. 
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Now, what is the problem on the overall atrategic level’? Firat of all, that 
ecean te a gateway to the oilfields, secondly it is a gateway to the east 

coast of Africa, and finally it is an of) route and a route for certain Soviet 
ambitions regarding South Africa. Add to this list the fact that some countries 
in the region which have become independent have orientations such that the 
Soviet Union is required to make political decisions, failing which it would 

be the Chinese making them. This system's two critical poles are the approaches 
to Arabia and South Africa. These are the two critical points in the region for 
global strategy. If the Arabian oilfields and if South Africa move into the 
Soviet orbit, the upheaval in global balances would be absolutely gigantic. In 
my opinion the region's other problems are apecific problems which add up to that 
eritical problem, 


[Question] What could France's policy be to contribute to stability and peace 
in this region? 


[Answer] A whole series of Indian Ocean countries either want or will be driven 
to want to stay out of the Great Powers’ etratetic quarrels. What makes France 
atand out in this region is that it has no imperialist designs. Therefore, with 
regard to these countries and their leaders as well as public opinion, France's 
presence--military included=--seems like protection with regard to the rivalry 
of the two blocs. So I believe that in this part of the world France can play 
a role which provides guarantees, support and protection for those countries 
which do not have the slightest desire to Line up with either one of the Great 
Powers. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


GENERAL LACAZE NAMED ARMED FORCES CHIEF OF STAFF 
Parie LE MONDE in French 30 Jan 81 p 11 


[Article by Jacques Lenard] 


{Text} On Wednesday, 28 January, Lt Gen Jeannou Lacaze was named armed forces 
chief of etaff by cabinet decision on the proposal made to that effect by Mr 
Galley, minister of defense and minister of cooperation. General Lacaze was 
previously commander of the let military region and 34 Army Corps/military 
governor of Paris (our latest, 29 January, editions). 


As armed forces chief of staff, General Lacaze, who will be 57 next February, is 
replacing Army Gen Claude Vanbremeersch who has had that job since July 1980 
after having followed Army Gen Guy Mery. In theory General Vanbremeersch would 
have had to leave the position in January 1982, the time when he will reach his 
rank's age limit. In actual fact General Vanbremeersch is leaving his position 
one year ahead of time for health reasons. 


Barring someth’ ,. unforeseen, General Lacaze should be able to remain in his 
new position . .til 1985. 


Reorganizer of the llth Paratroopers Division 


This is the first time that an intelligence professional has gotten the top job 
of armed forces chief of staff. Of course, General Lacaze's career has not been 
limited to that specialty and his other military strong points qualify him just 
as much for his new position. Intelligence officers, who are always afraid of 
being kept waiting for advancement because of having entered the secret service, 
will undoubtedly appreciate General Lacaze's being named to take on the highest 
position in the military hierarchy. 


But the choice of General Lacaze, the former SDECE [Foreigh Intelligence and 
Counterintelligence Service] research director, to succeed General Vanbremeersch, 
was far from being universally approved in military circles. This includes the 
army even though it has been monopolizing the position of armed forces chief of 
staff for 6 years now in spite of the navy's and air force's efforts to gain it. 











For example, on several occasions air force namea=-like Lt Gen Michel Forget or 
Lt Gen Philippe Archambeau, who command the tactical air force and air defense 
respec tively--have been put forward as possible contenders to succeed General 
Vanbremeerach. 


Only about a hundred days before the presidential election which could put many 
previous decisions up in the air, Valery Giscard d'Eeataing ia giving in to 
General Vanbremeerach's request to be relieved of his position for health reasons 
and is thereby choosing a general officer who can expect=-if he gets hia fifth 
Star--to remain armed forces chief of ataff until 1985. 


At the same time, General Lacaze is moving ahead of general officers in the 
military hierarchy who have more longevity or have a higher rank, such as Adm 
Jean Lannuzel, who will be navy chief of staff until December 1982, or Army 
Gen Bertrand de Montaudouin. The latter is the same age (57) as the new armed 
forces chief of staff and has the advantage over him of having received his 
fifth star 2 months ago in his position as personal chief of staff of the 
president's office, which he has held since June 1979. 


So apparently the chief of state did not hold with either the logical decision 
which tradition would have dictated or a temporary solution which political 
wisdom coupled with the preelection situation could have prompted him to. 


All of this leads one to believe that, in addition to General Lacaze's personal 
and professional strengths, the president took into consideration the organi- 
zational work he did nad the operational capabilities he demonstrated when he 
commanded the llth paratroopers division between 1976 and 1979, a period during 
which that strike force was successfully involved in African expeditions. 


(Jeannou Lacaze was born on 11 February 1924 in Hue, Vietnam. 
After having joined the French Forces of the Interior he was 
admitted to Saint-Cyr in July 1945. When he got out he went 
into the infantry. He served in Algeria, Tunisia and the Far 
East in the Foreign Legion. For 4 years starting in 1959 he 
was battalion leader (in command) of the shock troops battalion 
group in the llth paratroopers, which troops were the “secular 
arm" of the French secret service at the time. 


(In 1967 he commanded the 2d overseas paratroopers regiment, 
part of which was involved in Chad. It was this same regiment 
which 11 years later was to organize the Kolwezi (Zaire) 
expedition. 


(From April 1971 to June 1976 Jeannou Lacaze had the important 
position of intelligence director in the Foreign Intelligence 
and Counterintelligence Service (SDECE) where he served under 
Alexandre de Marenches. His personal expertise and professional 
competence were highly regarded by his subordinates. Besides, 
he was the first officer of the French secret service in this 
job to receive general's stars. 
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Gie then commanded the llth paratroopers division and in 
Auguet 1979 he became the infantry inapector. In February 
1980 Jeannou Lacase was raised to the rank and title of 
lieutenant general, and in September of that year he was 
named commander let military region and Mi Army Corpse/military 


gove cnor of Paris.) 
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STATUS OF GROUND PORCES REORGANIZATION UPDATED 
Paria TERRE INFORMATION in French Jan 61 p 15 


[Text] The year which has just ended practically marke the end of the main effort 
started in 1976. The reorganization and redeployment of French forces and their 
support elements are essentially completed, 


Thies means that three objectives, established for 1980, have been attained, 


Completing the reorganization of the two major units constituting French foreign 
operations forces by making available to them long-range communications equipment 

and by creating 4 supplementary operational assistance detachment for the 9th Marine 
Infantry Division whose transport support element furthermore was slightly increased. 
Along the same lines, the 2lst Marine Infantry Regiment was transferred to Frejus. 


Adapting the mobilization infrastructure to new needs. Important because of its 
scope, this reorganization effort as a matter of fact involves the dissolution of 

12 mobilization centers while the redistribution of functions involved almost all 

of the centers kept in operation as well as the mobilization agencies of the various 
corps. 


Continue the cutback in forces and set up basic force structures. The measures 

taken here primarily led to the motorization of the 15th Infantry Division, to 
boosting the AT support through the creation of 19 MILAN [light infantry AT missile], 
two specialized army light aviation squadrons, and the organization of the AT company 
for the Sth Armored Division, organization of an artillery battery for the 7th 
Armored Division, and finally, the start of the upgrading of the light armored 
cavalry regiments. 


The 24th Marine Infantry Regiment was dissolved and, after its transfer to Sissonne, 
the 94th Infantry Regiment relieved the 2lst Marine Infantry Regiment within the 
8th Infantry Division, 


Parallel to that, the assignment of new equipment made it possible to improve the 
combat potential of the nine battle regiments (infantry, NBC) and the seven support 
regiments (artillery, light army aviation). 
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GENERAL, FLAG OFFICER PROMOTIONS PUBLISHED 
Parise LE MONDE in French 6 Feb 61 p 8 


[Article: “Generale Khaard and O'Mahony and Admiral Ausseur Receive Their Fourth 
Stare”! 


[Text] By proposal of Minister of Defense Robert Galley, the 4 February cabinet 
council approved the following promotions and nominations in the armed forces: 


Land Forces: Major Generals Rene Khaard and Bertrand O'Mahony have been promoted 
to the rank and title of lieutenant general. 


Appointments: Brigadier General Antonio Bonati has been appointed regional major 
of French forces in the FRG; Brigadier General Armand D'Huist, commanding officer 
of the I Army Corps Artillery and the 6th Military Region in Metz; Brigadier 
General Jean Oulanier, commanding officer of the I Army Corps Logistics Brigade. 


Navy: Vice Admiral Philippe Ausseur has been promoted to the rank and title of 
vice admiral of ‘he fleet. 


Armaments: Engineer General Second Class Jean-Pierre Bacou has been promoted to 
engineer general first class; Chief Engineer Jean-Pierre Malardez, to engineer 
general second class. 


Health Service: Surgeons and Chief Medical Officers (noncommissioned) Raymond 
Mautalen and Robert Duriez have been promoted to surgeon general (grade of major 
general); Chief Medical Officer (commissioned) Hubert Viennot, to surgeon (grade 
of brigadier general). 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


ROLE OF ‘REGIMENTAL SENIOR NONCOM' CODLFLED 


Paris LE MONDE in French 1-2 Feb 81 p 15 


[Unsigned article: “Army Chief of Staff Codifies the Role of Regimental Senior 
Noncommissioned Officer") 


[Text] The senior noncommissioned officer, appointed by 

the command of the unit to which he belongs, is to be the 
“spokesman” for his fellows, without this meaning that he 

is their union representative. That is the role which the 
army chief of staff is assigning from now on to the senior 
noncom within a regiment in a text which codifies the duties, 
the status and the resources allocated to this position. 


The annex accompanying the army chief of staff's decision spells out: "For the 
commander of the unit, the senior noncom is a technical adviser on all problems 
concerning noncoms, for social and moral questions as well as in the professional 
area. As such he is an essential part of the way command is exercised. His 
opinion is to be sought on assignment, career orientation, career development, 
evaluation, enlistment, award and punishment decisions." 


The army chief of staff also specifically states: "The senior noncom is therefore 
a privileged representative vis-a-vis the unit commander. The senior noncom, 
being constantly attuned to what concerns his fellows have, will inform the unit 
commander about them and can become their spokesman." 


The text goes on: “This role is not meant in any way to take on any aspect of 
protest nor to be confused with the role of a representative, which would be 
contrary to the very foundation of military discipline and would destroy the 
cohesion whose reinforcement is precisely what must be worked at. This role must 
be exercised within the framework of that same discipline which puts all categories 
of personnel together under the overriding general interest." 


In 1981 the French Army includes about 61,000 noncoms on active service, to which 
must be added something on the order of 7,730 drafted noncoms. 





The role of noncommissioned officers in peacetime is to provide practical and 
elementary inatructfon for draftees and in wartime is to create the basic framework 
of training supervision or to supply specialists needed in combat. A period of 
massive departures early on during active service was followed in 1975 by a 

period of stability among the noncom troops and at the same time by a certain 
aging within their ranks and career slowdown for the heavily populated ranks. 


The senior noncom, described as a "guide" and “organizer” for all the unit's noncoms, 
is to be “the one in the highest grade with the most longevity" in the words of the 
army chief of staff's decision which sets out the designation method within 
regiments. 


"If that person does not wish to exercise this responsibility, or for any other 
reason which the unit commander may alone be in a position to appreciate, the unit 
commander is free to designate another noncom from among those with more longevity.’ 
Those in charge at the chief of staff specify that “in no case is the senior 

noncom .o be voted on"; they see the senior noncom as “an example" of competence, 
authority and sense of responsibility, and as “someone who brings people together," 
someone with a liking for human contact, with discretion and with total receptivity. 


Flowerpots or Lowerlevel Colonels? 
Without making up a “parallel hierarchy," the senior noncom "is to be fitted into 
the unit's hierarchy on the same basis as other cadres. In exercising his 

seniority role, he reports directly to the unit commander and he is only responsible 
to that person for the steps and initiatives he takes." 


Some time ago Gen Jean Delaunay, army chief of staff, gathered together the first 
national symposium for senior noncoms and set out the limits of the process in 
these terms: "You are neither decorative flowerpots nor lower level colonels" 
set up in the ).c.1l command. 


Some people undoubtedly deplore the fact that the position is not an elective one, 
which would have set up something brand new in the regiments but would also have 
helped set up dangerous electoral competition on a lasting basis. 


On the other hand, one might feel that the noncom with the most longevity in 
the highest grade, having nothing more to fear at the pinnacle of his career, 
will prove to be a senior man of independent judgment and will therefore be 
listened to. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


NEW REGIMENT ON MANEUVERS IN VAR DEPARTMENT 





Paris LE MONDE in French 28 Jan 81 p 10 


{[Article: "First Maneuvers in Var by New Regiment Called on to Strengthen French 
Intervention Units" ] 


[Text] From Monday 26 to Thursday 28 January, for the first time since being 
stationed in Frejus (Var), the 2lst Marine Corps Regiment (RIMA) has been engaged 
in embarkation and debarkation practice on the coast of Var with the help of the 
national navy. 


This unit will henceforth be part of the French overseas intervention forces 
serving alongside the llth Parachute Division, the 9th Marine Crops Division and 
the navy commandos. A project which has still not been definitively worked out 
seeks to combine it with the 2nd Foreign Light Infantry Regiment (REI) in Corsica, 
under a joint command and the name of the 3lst Demibrigade. 


Dubbed "Goelete", the exercise in progress consists of loading parties of the 2lst 
RIMA from the Toulon arsenal on a tank landing craft and setting them ashore at 
the Cavaliere roadstead, in the vicinity of Lavandou in Var Department. This 
tactical embarkation-debarkation exercise is mobilising 200 men and some 50 
different vehicles. The interest of this operation lies less in its scope, which 
is relatively modest, than inthe fact that it is the first joint maneuver of the 
2ist RIMA since its stationing in Frejus. 


In its new billet, the 2lst RIMA replaced the 4th Marine Corps Regiment which was 
stationed at Perpignan. In Frejus the 2lst RIMA numbers approximately 1500 men 
(including instructional personnel) who are all enlisted and who operate nearly 
350 vehicles. This unit principally consists of two light armored car squadrons 
equipped with 60- or 90-millimeter cannons, two combat companies mounted on 
wheeled armored front vehicles (VAB) and a scouting and support company with 
120-millimeter mortars, 20-millimeter anti-aircraft cannons and Milan anti-tank 
missiles. 


In principle this equipment should be modernized later on. In 2 years, in fact, 
it is expected that the 2lst RIMA will be given a new AMX-10 RC (wheeled) armored 
reconnaissance vehibcle, which will replace the light armored cars, and a battery 
of 155 tractor-drawn vehicles. 








The adoption of the AMX-10 RC which is armed with a lO5-millimeter cannon, can 
nonetheless pose an air transport problem because of its weight: approximately 15 
tons. While its dimensions allow it to enter a Transall airplane, the weight of 
the AMX-10 is such that shipping it by air over long distances would appear at 
the time of this writing to be quite problematic. 


In Septembe: 1979 General Jean Lagarde, then chief of staff of land forces, 
announced the plan for combining the 2lset RIMA with the 2nd REI in a heavier 
intervention unit which would be created under the title of the 3let Demibrigade. 
This plan should see the light of day during summer 1980 and it should address the 
government's concern to have, in good time, the highly mobile strategic unit which 
the French intervention force lacks. 


A New Armored Unit 


The 2nd REI, a foreign legion unit, is normally stationed in Corsica and numbers 
approx‘mately 900 men. Two of its combat companies, mounted on trucks, are 
garrisoned in Bonifacio, and the third, of the same type, in cantoned in Corte. 
It is anticipated that a scouting and support company (heavy mortars and Milan 
missiles) will later be added to these three combat companies. 


At present--thus more than 16 months after General Lagarde's declarations on the 
necessity of forming an intervention corps capable of competing with the constant 
improvement in the world for equipping forces with armored vehicles and artillery-- 
the plan for 3lst Demibrigade is still under discussion at headquarters. 


The organization of the command of this large unit has not yet been decided on, 
and the date of its appointment has also not been set. It is possible, however, 
that the disposition will be determined in 1981, and the choice of Marseilles or 
Aubagne in les Bouches-du-Rhone, as the eventual site of P.C. [command post] of 
this 3lst Demih: ‘gade after its creation is given as probable in military circles. 


The difficulties encountered appear to be essentially associated with finding a 
sufficient volume of enlisted men to man the posts and the required specialties 
and hence with conferring the necessary budgetary credits on this unit. 


At the same time the land forces general staff have decided to purchase a new 
armored reconnaissance vehicle named the ERC-90 Sagaie for the Marine Corps Tank 
Regiment (RICM) which is cantoned in Vannes (Morbihan). 


Composed, at present, of three squadrons of light armored cars which have already 
intervened in Africa several times, the RICM should shortly receive its first 
Sagaies, which are six-wheel vehicles equipped with a 90-millimeter canon whose 
range is greater than 1500 meters and equipped with a laser rangefinder. With 

its amphibian capabilities, the Sagaie is advanced by the French land forces as 
"particularly adapted to use in hot countries." Fifty vehicles have been ordered. 


The Sagaie should have combat performances superior to those of the light armored 
vehicles, according to the general staff. 





The RICM is the support regiment of the 9th Marine Corps Division (DIMA), which is 
stationed in Saint-Malo (Ille-et-Vilaine) and which specializes in overseas inter- 
vention and amphibian operations. 


During the last week of February, Valery Giscard d'Estaing planned a visit to 

the 9th DIMA on a day when the different activities of the unit will be presented. 
On 29 September the head of state had already visited the llth Parachute Division, 
mustered at Camp Caylus (Tarn-et-Garonne), the same day that this intervention 

unit celebrated Saint-Michel, the "patron saint" of parachutists. Thus, as mili- 
tary circles have noted, the president of the republic will have had the opportunity 
to pay his respects to the two units which have furnishe. the bulk of forces sent 

to Africa on his orders. 
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STEEN DISCUSSES LABOR PARTY PROBLEMS, HIS ROLE AS CHAIRMAN 
Oslo ARBELDERBLADET in Norwegian 10 Feb 81 p 6 
[Interview with Labor Party chairman Reiulf Steen by Thor Viksveen] 


[Text] “Whether or not I will be a candidate for a new 
term as chairman will not be cleared up until the party 
national congress at the beginning of April." 


"A ballot duel between two candidates for the chairman- 
ship at the congress cannot be ruled out.” 


"Of course I am not dead politically," 


"There are no tricks the Labor Party can resort to in 
order to win the election," 


Labor Party chairman Reiulf Steen expressed these views 
in the following interview. Here he sums up his own 
situation and the starting position of the Labor Party 
prior to the national congress and the Storting election, 


[ Question ] What significance do you think it will have for election results 
that the country now has a new prime minister? 


[ Answer | Any government in this day and age is subject to enormous wear and 
tear, partly because of the difficult international economic situation and 
partly because of the new media situation which casts the people involved in a 
much sharper light. The renewal represented by the shift in prime ministers 
will help us leave behind many of the burdens we have had to bear in the last 
few years, real problems that were identified with individuals. Now we can 
start afresh, It also means a great deal that we made such a bold move with 
regard to the choice of prime minister. We now have a young, popular and dy- 
namic woman who will arouse positive curiosity. This also applies to groups 
traditionally skeptical of the Labor Party. We should also be able to count on 
increased support from women, especially younger women, 


[Question | Are you surprised by the strong support the new prime minister has 
in local party organizations around the country? 


61 











[ Answer | No, An opinion poll some time ago clearly indicated her popularity, 


[Question | As chairman of the Labor Party you had a formal starting position 
that should have made your name a possibility in the debate over the prime min- 
ister shift, Did you experience it as a political defeat that you were never 
mentioned ir the discussion of who should take over after Odvar Nordli? 


[ Answer | Under any circumstances it would have been irrelevant to bring my 
name into the discussion at this point, There are historical, organizational 
and personal reasons for that, 


[Question] How do you feel about the speculatic hat your time in Norwegian 
politics is over? 


[ Answer | Such speculations come from people with very superficial knowledge of 
my relationship with politics, I will be vitally involved in politics my entire 
life no matter what my position, In relation to me personally it is ridiculous 
to talk as if IL were or would soon become politically dead, 


However if you look at the problem more generally it is much more serious, 
There is a real change in the way many people look at politics. Political in- 
volvement is viewed as a career ladder and if you fall off then you're poli- 
tically dead. This has always been and must remain an alien attitude toward 
politics for the labor movement, We must not reach the point in the labor 
movement where we follow the pattern in some other countries of making politi- 
cal involvement a sphere for career people with sharp elbows and briefcases. 
Then the labor movement would quickly stop being what it should be and the 
groups the movement should represent would have nowhere to go. 


[Question] According to previous statements you have taken no stand as to 
whether you a” candidate for another term as chairman at the present time, 
Will this qu. .tion be cleared up before the congress or at the congress itself? 


[ Answer | l am strongly opposed to robbing the national congress of what lies 
in its sphere of authority. Making arrangements that might undermine the 
authority of the congress is wrong. Experiences from the so-called mail box 
before the 1975 congress should have told us that. It created a mobilization 
of groups and individuals that diverted attention from the main political tasks 
for a long time. And what was worse it created lasting disputes that hampered 
us in our work for long periods of time. The form assumed by the personality 
debate before the 1975 congress was very harmful. We must not go through some- 
thing like that again. 


[Question | In 1975 there was a risk that the congress would have to vote 
between two candidates for chairman, a risk averted by arriving at a solution 
based on dividing the posts of prime minister and chairman, Could there be a 
vote at the upcoming congress between two candidates? 


| Answer | Lt is too early to say. If we have a debate before the congress so 
that people are committed and establish various support groups we could have 
that kind of situation. And a real ballot in an atmosphere that is not poisoned 
does not have to be harmful. 
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[Question | In other words you are not ruling out two candidates for chairman? 


[ Answer | Lt would be inconsistent of me to rule this out in advance when I 
have stressed so strongly that it is the congress that must decide on a free 


basis, 


[Question] The response to the question of whether the posts of prime minister 
and chairman should be divided in the Labor Party or if they should be held by 
the same person is always that we should not develop a principle in this area 
and that a stand should be taken on the basis of the situation existing when 
the decision is to be made, What do you think would be the right thing in the 
party's current situation? 


[Answer | The leadership of the Labor Party does not consist simply of the prime 
minister and chairman, People must be chosen for a great many positions of con- 
fidence. In addition the LO [Norwegian Federation of Trade Unions] leadership 
constitutes an important part of the total leadership. The national congress 
should aim at selecting a unified leadership that reflects the various trends 

in the party as well as possible and is capable of complementing itself and 
working together as a team, 





[Question] At one time you went into the government as minister of trade be- 
cause it was necessary to reinforce communications between you as party chair- 
man and the prime minister, in connection with the cabinet shuffle you left 
the government. Does the former reason no longer apply? 


[ Answer | At that time the deputy chairman left the government. Now she is 
part of it again. Lt is a logical outcome of what happened then that I am 
leaving the cabinet now. It should be added that in the last year and a half 
as head of the Ministry of Trade and chairman of the Labor Party I have had a 
work load that is impossible to bear over an extended period of time, 


[Question | You said a while ago that the Labor Party had a chance to get the 
support of 40 percent of the voters in the election. Can the shift in prime min- 
isters provide gains in itself? 


[ Answer | There are daily demonstrations of the enormous conflicts in thinking 
in the nonsocialist camp. We must have a discussion on the policy a future 
nonsocialist government would pursue. How would a nonsocialist government have 
solved the Alta affair? What kind of energy policy would a nonsocialist govern- 
ment pursue and in particular what kind of oil policy? What kind of tax policy 
are they planning? What is the nonsocialist consensus of opinion with regard 

to the division of resources between common tasks and private consumption? 


We have taken part in the Labor Party for much too long in a discussion of our 
own conditions and on nonsocialist premises at that. In spite of everything 
discussions in the Labor Party are part of a process leading to results. We 
have accepted to a large extent nonsocialist allegations of cracks in our own 
camp. We have hardly ever directed the spotlight at the enormous gaps that 
exist among the nonsocialist parties. We must concentrate a great deal of at- 
tention on this in the time left before the election. 
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But we must primarily win the election on our own program, There are three 
main areas on » to concentrate, The first is peace, security and detente, 
the second is social security and the third is social democracy as 4 guarantee 
for democracy. 


[Question | these three main areas are not very precise, most people regard 
them ae things that don't really affect their daily lives, Isn't further clari- 
fication needed? 


| Answe! The Labor Party cannot win the election on a single issue. We must 
not hi up some issue with special voter appeal, tL have no faith in that, un- 
less one chooses to view a full employment policy as such a single issue, It 

is the whole Labor Party policy that can create the broad confidence we need. 

If we can't win on that then there's nothing we can do about it. We must step 
forward, preferably with a steady gait and not resort to any tricks in our drive 
for political power. No experiments for the sake of experimentation, But on 
quite another level the times themselves--the 1980's--will make enormous de- 
mands for renewal, specially in the area of economic policy. 
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LABOR, MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS MINISTER ANDREASSEN ON UNEMPLOYMENT 
Oslo NORGES HANDELS OG SJOFARTSTIDENDE in Norwegian 29 Dec 80 pp 18-19 
[Report on interview with Harriet Andreassen) 


[Text] I fear unemployment will be up this year compared to the last few years. 
One reason is the present dismal unemployment situation in Europe, with 
approximately 25 million people out of work. The most seriously affected 
industries in Norway are the iron and steel industry, the fishing i:dustry in 
northern Norway and the wood products industry. The registered unemployment 
figure at the end of November was 24,500. Earlier figures showed an equal amount 
of unemployment among men and women. Lately, however, the tendency has been 
toward greater unemployment among women than men. That is a positive development 
because it gives authorities an overall perspective of the situation at hand. 


Some say we must be willing to lower our demand for full employment in order to 
avoid the heavy pressure on prices and higher inflation. 


I am not an economist, but we in the labor movement are not prepared to accept 
unemployment. Furthermore, there is seemingly no evidence that countries which 
have accepted a certain level of unemployment are better able to fight inflation. 
The human aspect must also be considered in this matter, 


/However, the cabinet minister pointed out it may be necessary to accept a slightly 
higher level of unemployment in Norway than what we have been used to because 

of changes in industry and economic conditions internationally./ [Passages 
enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface, ] 


But we will try to avoid that with funds appropriated for job training. Grants 
which provide on-the-job and job environment training are investments which will 
also benefit industry--they are not just a government expense. 


Jobs for Youth 


Can the government meet its promise to provide training or work for all youth 
under 20 by the end of 19817" 
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There is a reasonable chance we can do that, providing nothing unforeseen happens 
within the labor market, But it ie also up to youth whether they want to accept 
whatever is offered them. 


She feels that industry in many ways demands more of youth than what is necessary. 
She is also of the opinion that youth is not spoiled just because it does not 
accept the tirsat job offered it. We have also become accustomed to hear 
discouraging news about business closings in this country. But Harriet Andreassen 
reminds us we have never had more jobs: “The latest statistics show that overall 
employment in Norway at the end of the third quarter 1980 was 1.4 percent higher 
than a year ago." 


Report on Job Environment Legislation 


The Department of Labor and Municipal Affairs is presently working on a 
parliamentary report with respect to the job environment legislation, but the 
minist.r quickly adds: "Our aim is not to change the legislation, but to study 
and submit the results of the legislation since its enactment, I have the feeling 
that many positive things have been achieved in industry since the legislation was 
enacted, but that the economy has been a limiting factor. There is one area in 
which we have made consistent gains, however: We have not taken economic 
conditions into account with respect to issues that concern life and health. On 
the other hand, this is what we have had to do with respect to issues that concern 
the well-being of workers." 


But, as the cabinet minister said, job environment legislation cannot be 
implemented overnight. The Department of Labor and Municipal Affairs is also 
working on a legislative proposal to allow civil servants to participate in job- 
related decisions, which it expects to submit in February. 


Cooperating Wit! “unicipalities 


"Municipalities are complaining that for many years government authorities have 
given them added responsibilities without providing the funds to carry them out? 


"I agree that municipalities and counties should not be given responsibilities 
without also providing funds to execute them, Our aim is to avoid that through 
greater involvement by the Technical Expense Committee, which has now been 
established, We also plan to cooperate more with the Central Association of 
Municipalities, Finally, we are now in the process of establishing a committee 
that will study the responsibilities assigned to municipalities and counties and 
the economic consequences thereof. 


Competent Municipalities 


Harriet Andreassen states that the economy of each municipality varies somewhat. 
However, most of them feel their budgets are too tight today. This is because 
they have also been affected by the government's budget-cutting efforts, which 
began in the fall of 1978, 
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"It takes time to adjust from many yeare of uninterrupted, strong economic growth 
to a weaker economy and reduced investments. But I feel the municipalities have 
been competent in making the adjustment, There is much evidence that counties 
will now follow suit. A preliminary survey shows that county budgets for 1981 
are 25 percent less than in 1980. However, authorities are aware that some 
municipalities and counties have economic problems. If the situation is as 
serious as many municipalities and counties indicate, we must, of course, 
evaluate what to do in connection with the revised national budget next spring. 


Labor Disputes 


"The Labor and Municipal Affairs Minister is a central figure in the attempt to 
solve labor disputes when the parties involved are not able to do so. How does 
it feel for a union spokeswoman to recommend arbitration?" 


Labor and Municipal Affairs Minister Harriet Andreassen, who is also secretary of 
the Norwegian Federation of Labor, said "It is not easy nor is it pleasant to 
have to resort to compulsory wage arbitration. But when that is the situation, 
you have to take it in your stride." So far, she has only settled one dispute 
by means of compulsory arbitration. That was the wage settlement with nurses, 
when the arbitration board intervened due to the concern for life and health. 


"My personal opinion is that Husbanken must play an important role in home 
financing in the future so that home construction can meet the needs of our 
society. That means we will also continue to involve private banks and try to 
come to a reasonable agreement with them concerning home loans. 


It was Labor and Municipal Affairs Minister Harriet Andreassen who in a New 
Year's interview with the Norwegian Wire Services (NTB) commented on criticism 
from the Labor Party's Housing Committee. The committee wants Husbanken to again 
by the dominant home loan bank, offering low-interest mortgages for the first few 
years. 


"I do not think that idea is too bad. The main problem today is the high cost of 
obtaining a new home. It chould be possible to provide reasonable mortgages for 
the first few years and, instead, increase older mortgage payments. 


Housing Report Next Spring 


The Government will submit a report to Parliament on the guidelines for housing 
in the 1980's, in which financing will also be an importance theme, 


Among other things, the report will be based on the recommendations of the 
so-called Housing Cost Committee, which are expected to be ready in January. I 
figure the report can be submitted to Parliament in time for consideration during 
the spring session. 
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"What will be the principle guidelines in the report?" 


"I cannot say too much about that at thie time. But when the Labor-Party govern- 
ment draws up principle guidelines for a housing policy in the 1980's, they will 
be in conformity with the party's progran, 


Urban Renewal 


According to the minister, the other important problem in the housing sector 
today besides the high cost of buying a home is the large number of rather 
low-standard homes in our cities. "The poorest housing standard today can be 
found primarily in old apartment houses in Oslo," said the cabinet minister. 

She feels it is very important to speed up urban renewal. The Government has now 
facilitated this process by raising the renewal grants. Private loan levels have 
also been raised to help financially disadvantaged households during a period of 
establistment. ‘This was made possible by escalating somewhat the rate of 

payme:.t on older mortgages. Furthermore, the system of area grants to large, 
privately financed dwellings will be rescinded as of 1 January. Hence, the use 
of funds for housing purposes now has a more social profile, 


"There is no doubt that a great many have benefitted from government housing 
subsidies. I feel te ts only right that those who are now living reasonably 
should pay back some of the benefits they have enjoyed so that more aid can be 
given to those who are getting established today. Obviously, however, we cannot 
go too far." 
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FORELGN MINISTRY POLITICAL SECTLON OFFICLAL VRAALSEN LNTERVLEWED 
Oslo ARBELDERBLADET in Norwegian 1? Jan 81 p 19 


[Article by Torbjorn Faerovik] 


[Text | "I'm looking forward to getting started on the big tasks ahead of me! 


Optimistic and as energetic as when he was a promising speed skater, that is 
how the new section leader of the Foreign Ministry's political section is start- 
ing out on the long race ahead of him, Tom Vraalsen, 45 years old in a few 
days, was born and brought up in Oslo. He is an enthusiastic Center Party man 
and ex-chairman of the Oslo Center Party. But first and foremost he is a 
career diplomat of the first rank, 


Tom Vraalsen never reached the top as a skater. But as a diplomat he has 
managed to step into the elite group. With Laughable ease and no signs of 
“cracking.” Don't they say “took the inside and shot off" in skating? When he 
was only 24 years old he was given a desk at the Foreign Ministry. Since that 
time in 1961 one thing has followed another with a succession of new tasks and 
new challenges. Many think that the section chief post won't be the last stop 
on Vraalsen's progress toward the top. He could be rewarded with the post of 
undersecretary this fall when Kare Willoch & Co. move into the government 
offices. 


"It's really a myth that I have advanced so quickly," Vraalsen said modestly. 
"It's true that I am still quite young but remember that I was very young when 
I started out in the Foreign Ministry. But one of the reasons why I am a 
section chief today is that through the years I have been in the right place at 
the right time. 


"You could also write that I am very grateful to Foreign Minister Frydenlund 
for showing this confidence in me,” he added. 


Two Tasks 


Tom Vraalsen was the Foreign Ministry's special adviser on security council 
issues before he was named section chief of the political section. Before that 
he was ministerial adviser with the permanent Norwegian UN delegation in New 
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York. And if we go back even farther in time we can mention that he has served 
with Norwegian foreign service outposts in Peking, Manila and Cairo, 


We have no doubt that there are big tasks ahead of the hard-working diplomat 
from Ulleval, even though he seemed amazingly relaxed and his desk was quite 
tidy when 4 BELDERBLADET mounted to the fourth floor of the Foreign Ministry. 
But what exactly are they? 

"This is a large and very broad work area,” said Vraalsen and started to reel 
off what is involved, The department is responsible for Norway's political rela- 
tions with the rest of the world, both individual countries and international 
Organizations Like the United Nations and NATO, for further work within the 
European Conference on Security and Cooperation, MBFR [Mutual and Balanced 
Forces Reduction!) talks in Vienna and much more, 


So you will become a kind of eminence grise, the Rasputin of the Foreign Min- 
istry perhaps? 


"I wouldn't say that, no, l wouldn't say that...1 really have two main tasks in 
this post. The first is to implement Norwegian foreign policy as effectively 

aS possible within the framework of directives provided by the political leader- 
ship. Secondly, the political department must take the initiative with regard 
to the political leadership when it finds it necessary, presenting recommenda- 
tions and giving other kinds of signals. But of course it is the political 
leadership that must make the decisions.” 


Then there is no danger that you will outdo Frydenlund and Holst? 
"No danger, none at all,” 
City Boy and ater Man 


Due to the heavy pressure of work Vraalsen is now stepping down his political 
involvement in the Center Party. Though he is in good physical shape and has a 
very accommodating wife there are limits to the tasks he can perform, Incident- 
ally, city boy Vraalsen finds it somewhat remarkable that he found his place 

in the farmers’ party. 


“The way L see it the Center Party has sumething to offer to most people, not 
just farmers. Fircst and foremost | believe the party stands for a more balanced 
development of society that will also benefit the cities,” said the new section 
chief who immediately added that party politics are something he works on 
strictly outside the ministry. 


"In my position one must be loyal to the political leadership,” he stated 
gravely. 


But aren't there any weaknesses in Norwegian foreign policy? 


Vraalsen took a long pause, well-aware of the possibilities of getting onto thin 
ice. 











"Well," he said and heaved a deep sigh. "I can't really see any obvious weak- 

nesses, Of course we would like more funds here at the Foreign Ministry so we 

could put more into investigative work and get a better grasp of details in re- 
lation to individual countries as well as to international organizations, But 

all in all L would say we do good and thorough work in this ministry," 





if as a Center man he had met Frydenluad in an election duel on foreign policy 
what issues would he have stressed to score some points? 


The section chief broke into gentle Laughter and said diplomatically, "I would 
prefer not to comment on that and to tell the truth I haven't given it much 
thought either,” 


Wise words aiter just wook in the new job, we thought to ourselves. 
Foreign Minister Jakobsen? 


Tom Vraalsen never had any doubts that he would accept the section chief posi- 
tion when the offer was made, Before he applied he held a Little family confer- 
ence and his homemaker wife had no objections, 


"lL must admit that the working day has often been quite long in recent years 

and it will hardly get any shorter after this, But IL am in the fortunate situa- 
tion of having an understanding and politically-interested wife and that is 

very important," 


Has he thought that he might get even more to do after the fall election? 


"I have seen some speculations in that direction of course but I usually answer 
that L have no comment on that. Time will tell what happens later on. There 
is nothing more to say on that issue." 


But had he never considered the possibilities for a political career on the 
national Level? 


"Lf L had been in a different line of work from the beginning I would not have 
ruled out a greater emphasis on politics. But now that I have become a diplo- 
mat there are limits to what I can do." 


Finally, who did Vraalsen want as foreign minister after the fall election? 
Once more the new section chief paused briefly for reflection. "If a non- 
socialist government is what you have in mind I hope it will be an effective 
and energetic politician with the necessary breadth of political vision," 
Someone Like Johan J. Jakobsen perhaps? 


"Yes, he would make an excellent choice for the post. You can write that." 
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SWEDEN 


NEWSPAPER URGES DEFENSE SPENDING REEVALUATION 
LDO50959 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 28 Feb 81 p 2 
[Editorial: "Defense for Peace") 


[Text] Th aim of Sweden's security policy--that is, its foreign and defense 
policies--must always be to keep our country out of international conflicts. 
Defenses must be so strong that they deter any possible enemy from attacking our 
country. As long as we are successful in this, our defense efforts have achieved 
their purpose. 


The only problem is that it is not we ourselves who decide how much of our 
resources must be channeled into defense for this goal to be achieved. In short, 
this is dependent on the international situation in general, and on the rearma- 
ment efforts which the superpower blocs are making in our immediate area in par- 
ticular. 


Unfortunately, we are then forced--when we look beyond our country's borders to 

the north and south, east and west--to note that there are more nuclear arms in 
Sweden's immediate vicinity today, more combat-ready troops and other arms stationed 
nearby than ever before. For this reason the most worrying aspect of the recommen- 
dations which the 1978 defense committee presented to Defense Minister Eric Kronmark 
yesterday is the reservation voiced by the Social Democratic members. 


For here the Social Democrats commit themselves to a funding level for the total 
defense forces for the years 1982 to 1987 which is, at most, the same as the pre- 
sent level. Since at the same time they want to increase the proportion of the 
budget allotted to civil defense, the Social Democratic alternative would mean 

a further decrease in our military defense capacity over and above what unfortu- 
nately has been the effect of chiefly the 1972, but also the 1977, defense bills. 


It is naive to believe that these effects are not being closely watched and noted 
in our immediate area. It goes without saying that cancellations of further 
training exerci#es and reorganizations which for reasons of cost result in a 
smaller number of combat units are noted with interest by our neighbors. 


Of course, it would be a good thing if we could invest less in defense--if the 
international situation allowed it. Who could have anything against this? Defense 
is not an end in itself. But this also means that defense can never be a sort of 
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"other expenses" column in the national economy or be allowed to be affected by 
changes in the economic trend, even at times of national economic worries. 


The most remarkable thing in the preliminary recommendation which the committee 

is now presenting is that the unanimity in noting that the earlier preliminary 
recommendativun in June 1979 was largely an overreaction. It dealt with the direc- 
tion of defense and security policy. But since then dramatic events have taken 
place to say the least: the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan; the revolution in 
Iran has continued; war between Iran and Iraq; unrest and revolutions in Central 
America; not to mention the significant events which have taken place only a few 
miles from us in Poland. 


Although it is true, the committee says, that tension and uncertainty in the world 
have increased and rearmament has gathered new speed, altered assessments of the 
situation as far as Sweden is concerned are not necessary. 


All the members of the 1978 defense committee should read both former Foreign 
Minister Torsten Nilsson's (Social Democratic Party) and his successor Sven 
Andersson's (Social Democratic Party) memoirs published in the fall of 1980 imme- 
diately! 


The various memoirs in these books give a broad account of the necessity of con- 
tinual readiness to meet unexpected and feared developments in the peaceful world 
which everyone wanted after World War I but which was dashed to pieces by the 
unpredictable events of the thirties in Europe. Fortunately, Sweden was spared 
the war, but after Swedish disarmament in the wake of the 1925 defense bill we 
had to put up with the most humiliating treatment at the hands of a stronger 
power--Nazi Germany. 


If we agree that ~omething similar must never be allowed to happen to us again, 
then the fund’ g level at which our defense forces find themselves and which the 
three government parties’ representatives recommend is an absolute minimum. 


Finally: There is no issue less suited to party political conflict that the issue 
of defense. The agreement across party divisions which existed in the years after 
1945 was finally broken at the end of the sixties and divisions grew during the 
seventies. 


Things do not have to be like this. The 1978 defense committee should remember 
that. 
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